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STANDING STRONG 

Dance Brigade takes on SF's changing culture p25 



MANHATTANIZATIGN 

Will taller, denser housing make SF affordable? p9 



WHO NEEDS HOLLYWOOD? 

Get your fix at African Film Fest + Noir City P28 



HOLIDAY 
RECOVERY CENTER 

The season of overdoing it is over, and if you're like us, you need a restart. 
So drop in and get yourseif started on the road to recovery ivith these 4 easy steps: 



Take the first step. 





Valid for 7 consecutive days only. Expires 1 .31 .2014. IVIust be 1 8 years or older with valid local photo 
ID. Not valid at Crunch Essential locations. Additional restrictions may apply. ©2014 Crunch, LLC. 




Seek counseling. 




Coupon good for 1 free training session. Expires 1.31.2014. Valid for non-members only. 
IVIust cancel within 24 hours or forfeit session. Must be 1 8 years or older with valid local photo ID. 
Not valid at Crunch Essential Locations. Additional restrictions may apply. ©2014 Crunch, LLC. < 





Form a support group. 



FORAFRIEN 



Valid for 7 consecutive days only. Expires 1.31.2014. Must be 18 years or older with valid local pho 
ID. Not valid at Crunch Essential locations. Additional restrictions may apply. ©2014 Crunch, LLC. 



HILLS PLAZA • NEW MONTGOMERY • CHESTNUT • ALHAMBRA • UNION ST • BLACKHAWK • REDWOOD CITY • SAN MATEO • DALY CITY 

VISIT CRUNCH.COM FOR LOCATION INFORMATION. 
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GOOGLE GOOGLE, 
BUS BLOCK 

More than 100 protesters blocked 
two more "Google buses" (one 
reportedly actually bound for 
Facebook, despite what has 
become the generic label for the 
private Silicon Valley shuttles) 
near UN Plaza on the morning of 
Jan. 21. The protest was part of 
the run-upto an afternoon hearing 
by the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Administion on 
the proposed $1 per stop fee, 
which is supported by the tech 
companies and Mayor Ed Lee but 
opposed by many activists who say 
it isn't enough to pay for the tech 
industry's impacts to the housing 
market, gentrification, and Muni. 
For more on the protest and the 
SFMTA's decision, visit www. sfbg. 
com/politics. 



NOT-SO-DRY-NUARY 

California is officially in a drought, 

and we all have to do our part 
to conserve water, Jerry Brown 
said in his state of the state 
address Friday. Here's our pocket 
water-saving guide: 

■ Group shower parties 

■ Wash yourclothesatthe 
Strawberry Hill waterfall in Stow 
Lake 

■ Switch from drinking Hetch 
Hetchytapto Hangar One Vodka 
(Straight shots, not iced cock- 
tails) 

■ Screw it, tech will save us 

■ Did we mention group shower 
parties? 

HOMELESS BILL 
OF RIGHTS 

The Western Regional Advocacy 
Project and other organizations 
that work with the homeless 
used Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
weekend to launch campaigns for 
a Homeless Bill of Rights in both 
California and Oregon, targeting 
laws that ban sitting or sleeping 
in public, includingaslewof such 
laws in San Francisco in recent 
years. Pledging peaceful resis- 
tance, the groups quoted MLK as 
their inspiration: "We will not obey 
unjust laws or submit to unjust 
practices. We will do this peace- 
fully, openly, cheerfully because 
ouraim is to persuade." 
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MEET-CUTE, LIVE 



Want to see you and your funny Valentine's meet-cute 
(or meet-awkward, meet-accidentally, meet-and- 
hate-each-other-for-years-before-seeing-the-light) story acted out 
onstage? Gettheetowww.howwefirstmet.com by Feb. 7 and share 
how you encountered yoursweetie (whetheryou're married, dating, 
gay, straight, whatever — all lovebirds welcome!) and yourtale may 
be chosen to be partof creator Jill Bourque's annual How We First Met 
Valentine's Day show, which interviews three pre-chosen couples while "a 
team of brilliant performers transforms pivotal moments from each 
real-life romantic rendezvous into improvised sketches and 
songs." Past picks have included a love connection sparked 
by the question "Can you see if I have head lice?", so your 
story best be juicy, offbeat, dramatic, hilarious, or totally 
bizarre. Singlesand couples who met boringly are, of course, 
welcome to check outtheshow (Feb. 14 at the Marines' 
Memorial Theatre) no matter what. 





GARY EDSON 

ARLINGTON, 

1938-2014 



Underground commix hero Gary 
Arlington — who opened the 
nation's first comic bookstore, San 
Francisco Comic Book Company, 
in 1968 in the Mission — passed 
away at age 75. A true character 
who galvanized the hotbed local 
scene (which included R. Crumb, 
Art Spiegelman, Jay Kinney, and 
Trina Robbins), Arlington released 
essential anthology series San 
Francisco Comics m the 1980s 
— and had released a book of his 
colorful artwork, "I Am Not of 
This Planet" (Last Gasp Press) 
in 2012. Said Spiegelman, "San 
Francisco was the capitol of comix 
culture in the '60s and early '70s; 
and Gary Arlington's hole-in-the- 
wall shop was, for me, the capitol 
of San Francisco." | photo by 

GABRIELA HASBUN 




LAST CHANCE LUCAS 

After being soundly rejected by the 
Presidio Trust last year, the final 
round of project proposals for the 
Crissy Field Presidio site are in, 
and boy do they sure look... almost 
exactly the same asthe last round. 
OK, Star Wars creator George 
Lucas' abysmal, mall-like subur- 
ban Spanish Revival museum is uh, 
smaller. That counts, right? 



TORCHING 
AN EVICTION 
STRAW MAN 

San Francisco Magazine may 

have hit a new low in its regular 
pro-landlord apologia when its 
Editor Jon Steinberg tweeted 
"We're calling BS on SF's eviction 
crisis" on Jan. 20, linkingto an 
article about the Ellis Act. It cher- 
ry-picks data showing 117 Ellis 
evictions for the year leading up to 
last February, ignoring data on the 
more recent uptick, on forced buy- 
outs that use Ellis as leverage, and 
other aspects of the eviction and 
displacement crisis. And it never 
even uses the words "rent control," 
which Ellis was designed to sub- 
vert, creating a cumulative erosion 
of the city's affordable rental stock 
that began duringthe last dot-com 
boom. Luckily, that straw man arti- 
cle gottorched by the online flame 
war that followed. 



OBAMA SPIES NO MORE? 



Well, not really. Friday Jan. 17, President Barack Obama put on his best 
"gee whiz, I'm concerned" pouty face and announced lots of changes to 
the NSA's massive spy-on-everybody 
program: moving metadata to a third 
party, increasing court requirements, 
purging information on US citizens, 
and requiring high level permission 
tospy on foreign powers, to name 
a few. Will the changes be enough 
to make Americans feel secure 
again? You don't need 
to have the all seeing 
powers of Edward 
Snowden to know 
that'slikely a no. 

GETTY IMAGES 
PHOTO BY 
MARK WILSON 




LOOKING AT 'LOOKING' 



Much-hyped gay-themed HBO series Looking, set in San Francisco 
and following a trio of hip, scruffy men (a naive videogame designer, 
an artist who moves to Oakland, and a waiter experiencingthe glim- 
mers of a midlife crisis) debuted on Sunday, Jan. 19. SF glows in the 
half-hourshow, written by former resident Michael Lannan, but the 
play-it-too-safe plotting has disappointed some viewers hoping for 
something more reflective of the Bay Area's vibrant queer culture. 
Still, we're looking forward to seeing where Lool<ing leads. 



GOOD TECH 




POLITIC AL ALERTS 

WEDNESDAY 22 

HOUSING FORUM 

AT A HISTORIC LOCATION 

l-Hotel Manilatown Center, 858 
Kearny, SF. 630pm, free. Join 
Sup. David Campos and others for 
a community forum on the housing 
affordability crisis in San Francisco 
at the Manilatown Center, the site 
of the historic International Hotel 
housing battle. Other panelists will 
include Gen Fujioka of the Chinatown 
Community Development Center; Lisa 
Gray Garcia aka Tiny, POOR Magazine 
and Angelica Cabande ofthe South of 
MarketCommunity Action Network. 
The evening will also mark the 
debut ofthe "l-Hotel Anti-eviction, 
anti-gentrification Hit Squad" spoken 
word group. 



COMMUNITY FORUM ON 
SURVEILLANCE IN OAKLAND 

Oakland Metropolitan Chamberof 
Commerce boardroom, 475 14th 
St., Oakl. www.lwvoakland.org. 
6pm-7:30pm, free. The League of 
Women Voters of Oakland plans to 
hostthisdiscussion about Oakland 
surveillance. How does a city like 
Oakland respond to residents' 
demands for more effective crime 
prevention and reduction while pro- 
tecting everyone's civil liberties? How 
will the Domain Awareness Center 
impactOakland? How much surveil- 
lance is enough — or too much — to 
enhance our law enforcement capabil- 
ities? Bringyour ideas and a friend to 
discuss these important issues with 
knowledgeable resource people and 
fellow Oaklanders. 



TUESDAY 28 



ECONOMIC STRATEGIES FOR 
JAPANTOWN'S CULTURAL 
PRESERVATION 

SPUR Urban Center, 554 Mission, 
SF. www.spur.org/events. 12:30pm, 
$10 non-memberfee. This meeting 
is intended to help promote new 
strategies in improving and pre- 
servingthe economic and cultural 
heritage of Japantown. The event will 
include speakers Bob Hamaguchi 
and Karen Kai ofthe Organizing 
Committee, Diana Ponce de Leon of 
the Office of Economic and Workforce 
Development, as well as Shelley 
Caltagirone and Steve Werthelm 
from the San Francisco Planning 
Department. Showyoursupportand 
help guide the future of this historic 
neighborhood, while remembering 
its past. 



WEDNESDAY 29 

SPAGHETTI DINNER AND A FIGHT 
FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE AND ANTI 
CAPITALISM 

Unitarian Universalist Center, 1187 
Franklin, SF. www.sf99percent.org. 
5-9pm, $20 requested donation. 
The San Francisco 99% dinner 
will feature a hearty meal plus a 
program featuring Jerry Mander, 
author of The Capitalist Papers: 
Fatal Flaws of an Obsolete 
System, political satirist Will Durst, 
poetry from Revolutionary Poets 
Brigade, and recognition of local 
activists. No one turned away for 
lackof funds. Sponsored bythe 
Unitarian Universalists for Peace-San 
Francisco. 
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450 SUTTER • SUITE 1819 • 982-4242 
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www.sfbg.com/mission-guide 



In association witli tlie Mission Mercliants: 

EAT DRIKK S RQP LIVE 
POW! record release show at Makeout Room 

Celebrating the release of their new albunn Hi-Tech Boom, 
POW! will rock the stage this Thursday at the Makeout Roonn. 
Epic press release/gentrification rant fronn ex-Mission resident 
and Thee Oh Sees frontnnan John Dwyer notwithstanding, we 
were quite impressed with POWI's performance at the last Bay 
Guardian + WillCall Hellraisers Ball. Expect big things from these 
folks in 2014. Also performing at this early show are Mane and 
Warm White. Cover is only eight bucks. 

Thursday, January 23 at 8pm @ Makeout Room, 3225 22nd St., SF 
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We've won more Reader's Choice 1 
awards than any other shop in town! 
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OPINION 



TRANSIT RIDERS SEEM TO BE ROUTINELY THROWN UNDER THE BUS BY THE POLITICAL ESTABLISHMENT. 



Nickels and dimes ... 
or transit for our times? 



mmmmwmnwwmm 



A TYPICAL DAY IN THE 
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 



KEUO/ I'M GOVERNOR CMRI5 CHRISTIE/ 
I'M AFRAID X HAVE NO IDEA WHO 

Yod ptopie are; 




AMD I'M ONE OF YOUR APPOINTEES 
AT THE PORT AUTHORITY.' Al-So, WE 
WENT TO HIGH SCHOOL TOGETHER/ 




by TOM TOMORROW 



WELL, YOU LOOK LIKE YOU'RE 
WORKING ON SOMETHING IMPORTANT/ 
CARRY ON/ I'M SURE I DON'T 
NEED TO KNOW THE DETAILS/ 



L 



IT'S NOT tIKE I'M SOME SORT 
OF MICRo-MANAGBRi 



ABSOLUTELY 
NOT, SIR/ 




AND JUST IN CASE ANYBODY ASKS, 
I'M OEFINtTELi NOT A vindictive 
BULLY SEETHING WITH BARELY CON- 
TAINED RAG£! POLITICIANS WHO 
CROSS MB HAVE NOTHING TO 
FEAR/ 



OF COURSE 
NOT/ 



llT GOES 


WITH- 


ioUT SAilNGi 




f 















OH, LOOK/ A ftY HAS LANDED ON 
MY NOSE/ WELL, LIVE AND LET 
LIVE, THAT'S WHAT J SAY/ I'M 
SURE THE LITaE FELLOW WILL BE 
ON HIS WAY SOON ^HO\}G^"\iW' 
IMPEDED BY NIE\ 



BECAUSE THAT'S JUST THE PEACE- 
FUL KIND OF GUY I ANI\ 




ALL RIGHT, I'LL BE IN MY OFFICE 
IF YOU NEED ME. WHOEVER YOU ARE. 






NOT TO WORRY, SIR/ THIS 
STATE PRETTY f^KiC^ RUNS 









OKAY/ BACK TO WORK ON OUR 
INEXPLICABLE PERSONAL VENDETTA 
AGAINST THE MAYOR oF FORT LEE/ 


m 






THE GOVERNOR MUST 
N£V£R KNOW/ IT 
WOULD MAKE HIM 
vePY, V£«Y SAO I 



X 

o 

ri 

® 

1 

o 



BY JASON HENDERSON 

STREET FIGHT Much has been written 
about the so-called "Google buses" 
and San Francisco's latest round of 
gentrification. It's a horrible mess 
and the city's trifling $1 charge per 
bus stop will do little to address 
the broader structural problem that 
these buses lay bare. 

Ordinary people cannot ride 
them, nor do the people who clean 
and cook for the tech world. Like 
tour buses, they are clunky and 
inappropriate for many neigh- 
borhood streets. While they do 
substitute for some car trips, an 
ad hoc private transit system does 
not reflect the kind of thoughtful 
regional planning needed to truly 
reduce car use in the Bay Area. 

But the controversy over the 
private commuter buses does show 
that there is great potential for a 
public regional express bus system. 
Consider that in 1980, 9 percent 
of commuters in San Francisco left 
the city every day to go to work. 
In 2010, outbound commuters 
approached 25 percent. Owing to 
regional political fragmentation. 
Muni cannot provide intercounty 
service and thus is not the travel 
mode of choice for many of these 
commuters. And although Caltrain 
and BART offer some regional 
service, the sprawling locations of 
suburban firms often make regional 
rail impractical or at the very least 
time-consuming owing to unavoid- 
able multiple transfers to local buses. 

So in noteworthy ways, the rise 
of private transit is an immediate 
reaction to poor regional transit 
connections. Yet rather than side- 
stepping failed regional planning 
by encouraging an inequitable, two- 
tiered, private system, we need to 
expand and regionalize the existing 
public bus systems. San Francisco's 
mayor and Board of Supervisors 
have seats at the table of regional 
planning and ought to use the con- 
troversy over private buses as an 
opportunity to kickstart the imple- 
mentation of a regional public bus 
system accessible to all. 

For example, something like AC 
Transit's Transbay routes should be 
extended through San Mateo and 
Santa Clara counties, perhaps oper- 
ated by BART or Caltrain as part of 
the next iteration of Plan Bay Area. 
This network would use reallocated 
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express lanes on 101 and 1-280 and 
use transit priority lanes on arterials 
like 19th Avenue in San Francisco 
and El Camino Real in San Mateo. 
Regional property assessments on 
the corporations and developers, 
in part already possible within the 
existing BART district (one should be 
created for Caltrain), could be used 
to fund such a system. Congestion 
charging on 101 and 1-280 should 
also be deployed and those funds 
used for electrifying Caltrain and 
developing the parallel and comple- 
mentary regional bus system. 

Of course there will be oppo- 
sition to a regional public bus 
system as there already is to pro- 
gressive regional planning. Transit- 
connected, walkable communities 
in the South Bay, for example, have 
been made all but illegal by decades 
of conservative middle and upper 
class, anti-density, anti-tax home- 
owners in suburban localities. As 
recently as last year, this Tea Party- 
style conservative politics dampened 
Plan Bay Area, resulting in a weak 
regional housing plan with an 
underfunded and lackluster transit 
vision. This conservative approach 
stifles our collective sense of what is 
possible and the fear-mongering has 
rendered regional planners virtually 
impotent. Yet it can and must be 
overcome. 

Some progressives may find 
it convenient (and in some cases 
justifiable) to target tech workers 
right now, but they could also 
direct energy into shaping the next 
round of Plan Bay Area. Remember 
that Plan Bay Area is a living docu- 
ment, a work in progress. The cur- 
rent version of the plan, weak on 
transit funding, has been subdued 
by a loud, irrational mob of Tea 
Party cranks bent on sabotaging 
anything that hints of progressive 
ideas. Plan Bay Area is also stifled 
by a regional business class that 
wants to keep the status quo and 
that is comfortable with the neolib- 
eral model of private transit. 

So while a smattering of dedi- 
cated and hard-working progressive 
transit activists showed up and 
attempted to shape Plan Bay Area 
last year, in the coming years the 
plan needs a broader progressive 
movement — including transit, 
housing, social justice, and envi- 
ronmental activists — to demand 
a more visionary regional trans- 



NEWS 



portation plan that connects all 
of the Bay Area. I am hopeful that 
this would not only steer regional 
planning in a progressive direction, 
but many of the tech workers who 
are now on the private buses would 
gladly join in the cause. 

THE POLITICS OF 
SUNDAY PARKING 

Speaking of hopeful, last month 
the SFMTA reported that Sunday 
metering, implemented last January, 
is a resounding success. Switching- 
on the meters doubled parking 
availability on Sundays, which is 
invariably what small businesses, 
most of which are open on Sunday, 
want to see. 

Sunday meters increased the 
number of cars using city-owned 
garages and decreased the time cars 
circled in search of parking from an 
average of four minutes to two — 
de-cluttering streets in commercial 
districts. While this might seem 
like a boon to drivers, it also means 
less pollution, safer conditions for 
pedestrians and cyclists, less delay 
for Muni, and a much needed 
enhancement of revenue for operat- 
ing public transit. 
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So it is mystifying that such 
success would be ignored by Mayor 
Ed Lee, who instead has proposed 
to discontinue Sunday metering. 
This is doubly confusing because, 
based on existing travel behavior 
to many commercial districts, 25 
percent of people arrived by driv- 
ing, while 31 percent took transit 
and 25 percent walked. So what the 
mayor is effectively saying to the 
pedestrian and transit-using major- 
ity is you matter little. What does 
matter is the few whining motorists 
who called him to complain about 
being "nickel and dimed." 

The mayor talks a good game 
when saying he is truly concerned 
about pedestrian and cyclist safety, 
and insisting that he wants to fix 
Muni. But gutting a reliable source 
of operating funds and pandering 
to car drivers who will dangerously 
circle for parking is inconsistent. 

Lee says money isn't an issue 
because his proposed General 
Obligation bond (which must be 
approved by voters) will patch the 
lost revenue from Sunday metering. 
But the GO bond will incur further 
debt and only fund existing capital 
needs, while parking meters provide 



a debt-free steady revenue stream 
for Muni. It's also slightly mislead- 
ing because the bond would not 
cover Muni operations, while reve- 
nue from Sunday metering does pay 
for operations. 

The mayor's pandering also 
put the SFMTA Board of Directors, 
which has been working out park- 
ing management and Muni finance, 
on the spot. Ultimately it has to 
vote to preserve or scrap Sunday 
metering in the coming months. 
Now the directors have to decide 
if they support transit-first or the 
mayor's pandering. 

Unfortunately, when it comes 
to parking policy, the way that the 
Board of Supervisors has behaved 
lately suggests it will either jump on 
the mayor's bandwagon and pander 
to motorists or cower in silence as 
good public policy is trashed. Not a 
good situation at City Hall, where 
transit riders seem to be routinely 
thrown under the bus by the politi- 
cal establishment, sfbg 

Street Fight is a monthly column by 
Jason Henderson, an urban geogra- 
phy professor at San Francisco State 
University. 



CLASSIFIEDS 



THE SELECTOR 



MUSIC 



ARTS + CULTURE 



FILM 



SETON EXPRESS CARE 



COLDS/FEVERS/FLU 
MINOR INFECTIONS 
MILD TO MODERATE 
ASTHMA 
SPRAINS 



COUGH 

EAR INFECTIONS 
UPPER 

RESPIRATORY 
INFECTIONS 



I> SEVERE SORE 

THROAT 
t> CUTS 

t> MINOR INJURIES 
> AND MORE... I 



No3PEN 



AFFORDABLE care 

CONVENIENT hourS 

WALK-INS welcome 



Open Mon-Fri: 2PM-9PM 
Sat-Sun: 11AM-6PM 
1850 Sullivan Ave., Suite 150 
Daly City, CA 94015 
Adjacent to Seton Medical Center 
650-991-5820 
setonexpresscare.org tl 



="= Seton Express Care 

" A Service of Seton Medical Center 






Be sare to 
check out our 

DEAL OF 
THE DAY 

on the 
BPG AppX 




Scan the codes below 
to download our app. 
It's free and available for 
both iPhone and android. 



App Store 




IP Android Marh€t 



2366 San Pablo Avenue ■ Berkeley, CA 94702 
www.mybpg.com ■ 510.540.6013 




FLOWERS / PRE.ROLLS 
CONCENTRATES / EDIBLES 
TOPICALS / CLONES 
EEDS / ACCESSORIES 



NEWS GOOD TECH FOOD + DRINK THE SELECTOR MUSIC ARTS + CULTURE FILM CLASSIFIEDS 



JANUARY 22 - 28, 2014 / SFBG.COM 7 



NEWS 




I unit) 1 1 Ml II II » 

■■■■■■ifl ;it iliittii 



FOR AUDIO AND VIDEO OF 
PUBLIC OFFICIALS SPEAKING 
ABOUT PEDESTRIAN SAFETY, 
VISIT HTTP://BIT.LY/VisionO [;;^ 



® PROTECT 
PEDESTRIANS 

More than 50 public comment- 
ers spoke at the Jan. 16 joint 
Police Commission and Board 
of Supervisors committee meet- 
ing, and all sounded one mes- 
sage loud and clear: Drivers can 
maim and kill pedestrians with 
near impunity in San Francisco, 
and that must end. 

"I'm here very simply to 
urge you to end the carnage on 
our streets/' said Natalie Burdick 
of the nonprofit Walk SF. 

Pedestrian deaths reached 
a high last year, with 21 killed 
in traffic collisions. Sup. Eric 
Mar criticized Mayor Ed Lee's 
Pedestrian Strategy, which has 
a funding gap of $5-18 million. 
But SFPD's failure to cite motor- 
ists was the main criticism. 

"The fact is these statistics 
have been consistent that two- 
thirds of pedestrian accidents 
are the fault of the driver," Sup. 
Scott Wiener said. (Joe Fitzgerald) 



O STATE OF THE CITY: SPIN OVER SUBSTANCE 



It was maddening to watch Mayor 
Ed Lee deliver his annual State of the 
City address on Jan. 17. This was pure 
politics, from the staged backdrop 
of housing construction at Hunters 
Point Shipyard to the use of "regular 
people" props to the slate of vague 
and contradictory promises he made. 

"This place, the shipyard, links 
our proud past to an even more prom- . 
ising future," was how Lee began his 
hour-plus, invite-only address. 

Later, he touted the housing con- 
struction being done there by Lennar 
Urban as emblematic of both his 
promise to bring 30,000 new housing 
units online by 2020 — the corner- 
stone to what he called his "afford- 
ability agenda" — and the opposition 
to unfettered development that he is 
pledging to overcome. 

"A great example is the place 
we're standing right now. This took 
us too long," Lee said after decrying 
the "easy slogans and scapegoating" 
by progressive activists who place 
demands on developers. 

But that implication was bull- 
shit. As we've reported, progressive and 



community activists have long encour- 
aged Lennar Urban (which has a close 
relationship to Lee) to speed up devel- 
opment on this public land that it was 
given almost a decade ago, particularly 
the long-promised affordable housing, 
rather than waiting for the real estate 
market to heat up. 
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1.15-1.21.2014. 



That was just one of many 
examples of misleading and unsup- 
ported claims in the speech. 

For example, Lee called for 
greater investments in the public 
transit system while acknowledging 




that his proposal to ask voters this 
November to increase the vehicle 
license fee isn't polling well. And yet 
even before that vote takes place, Lee 
wants to extend free Muni for youth 
and repeal the policy of charging for 
parking meters on Sundays without 
explaining how he'll pay for that $10 
million per year proposal. 

Lee also glossed over the fact 
that he hasn't provided funding for 
the SFMTA's severely underfunded 
bicycle or pedestrian safety pro- 
grams, yet he still said, "I support 
the goals of Vision Zero to eliminate 
traffic deaths in our city." 

Again, nice sentiment, but one 
disconnected from how he's choos- 
ing to use city resources. And if Lee 
can somehow achieve his huge new 
housing development push. Muni and 
other critical infrastructure will only 
be pushed to the breaking point faster. 

Even with his call to increase the 
city's minimum wage — something 
that "will lift thousands of people 
out of poverty" — he shied away 
from his previous suggestion that 
$15 per hour would be appropriate 



and said that he needed to consult 
with the business community first: 
"We'll seek consensus around a sig- 
nificant minimum wage increase." 

But Mayor Lee wants you to 
focus on his words more than his 
actions, including his identification 
with renters who "worry that spec- 
ulators looking to make a buck in a 
hot market will force them out." 

Yet there's little in his agenda 
to protect those vulnerable renters, 
except for his vague promise to try to 
do so, and to go lobby in Sacramento 
for reforms to the Ellis Act. 

Lee also noted the "bone dry 
winter" we're having and how, "It 
reminds us that the threat of climate 
change is real." Yet none of the pro- 
grams he mentions for addressing 
that challenge would be as effective 
at reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
as the CleanPowerSF program that 
Lee and his appointees are blocking, 
while offering no other plan for 
building renewable energy capacity. 

Far from trying to beef up local 
public sector resources that vulner- 
able populations increasingly need, 
Lee said, "Affordability is also about 
having a city government taxpayers 
can afford." (Steven T. Jones) 
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Manhattanization revisited 

Is more, taller, and denser housing the answer to SF's affordability crisis? 



BY JOE FITZGERALD RODRIGUEZ 

joe@sfbg.com 

NEWS The housing crisis is spurring pro -development 
arguments that threaten to hasten the "Manhattanization 
of San Francisco/' a buzzphrase from another era that led 
to local controls on high-rise development. 

The city is getting richer and less diverse, and the 
unaddressed displacement of longtime residents has 
fueled populist outrage. Now, politicians are finally get- 
ting the message, but some are offering solutions that may 
reopen old civic wounds. 

They say that the answer to the housing affordability 
crisis is to build massive amounts of new housing, and to 
build it higher and more densely than city codes and pro- 
cesses currently allow. 

Sup. Scott Wiener wrote a scathing indictment of the 
city's alleged aversion to housing production in the San 
Francisco Chronicle on Jan. 13, slamming a planning pro- 
cess that he says slows necessary construction. 

"This disconnect — saying that we 
need more housing while arbitrarily 
finding reasons to kill or water down 
projects that provide that housing — is 
having profound effects on our city 
and its beautiful diversity, economic 
and otherwise," Wiener wrote. 

Though he mentioned affordable 
housing, the need to build 
all kinds of housing 
was the crux of his 
argument. It's the same 
kind of developer-friendly 
rhetoric that whips people into 
a frenzy with faux common sense: 
build more, and the market will take care of everyone. 

But there are flaws to that simplistic argument. 
Housing advocates (and Guardian editorials) have long 
argued that market rate units — the median price of 
which just surpassed $1 million — don't trickle down 
to maintain the city's economic diversity. More supply 
may help, but with insatiable demand for housing here, it 
won't help much with affordability for the working class. 

The next day, Wiener introduced legislation to loos- 
en density requirements when developers build below- 
market-rate housing units on site, creating an incentive 
to build more of the units that affordable housing advo- 
cates say are most valuable. 

"Long term, I'm concerned about young persons 
that can come here," he told the Guardian. "It's not just 
about building more housing." 

Pushing a pro-development agenda while playing 
lip service to an affordable housing push is all the rage 
in San Francisco nowadays, with Mayor Ed Lee calling 
for building 30,000 new housing units by 2020, sup- 
porting the rapid growth calls by SPUR, Housing Action 
Coalition, and other pro-growth groups. 

But Peter Cohen, co-director of the Council of 
Community Housing Organizations, says supply and 
demand logic doesn't apply to the San Francisco hous- 
ing market for a number of reasons. 

He pointed to a paper by CCHO cohort Calvin Welch, 
who teaches a class on the politics of housing develop- 
ment at USF and SFSU. Welch cites data from the City 
Controller's Office showing that when San Francisco 




increases supply, the market responds by raising the aver- 
age housing price. Contrary to all the supply and demand 
claims, when we produce more, things get more expensive. 
Why? 

"In classic economic theory prices are set by supply 
and demand only when the market is 'competitive' 
when neither consumers nor suppliers have the 'market 
power' to set the price by themselves," Welch wrote. 
"Clearly, that is not the case in San Francisco." 

"There is no 'free land' in San Francisco," he wrote. 
"The owners have total 'market power' over its price." 

But that's the kind of complex argument has a tough 
time penetrating the public consciousness. The idea isn't 
as catchy as "supply and demand." 

"I think frankly this whole thing about build, build, 
build — it's an easy answer to something that's complex," 
Cohen told us. "It resonates. It sounds like the easy path 
to sound like you know what you're talking about." 

That simplistic thinking is dangerous, though, because 
San Francisco is quickly becoming Manhattanized. 
Since 2002, New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg rezoned over 37 percent of 
New York City, according to The New York 
Times, causing the construction frenzy 
many are seeking for SF. 

Bloomberg added 40,000 buildings 
in his time as mayor, but that boom 
had mixed results. It arguably 
hastened the Big Apple's 
gentrification, especial- 
ly in Manhattan, one 
of the few US cities denser 
than San Francisco. 
From 2000 to 2010, 
Manhattan's ranks of white people swelled by 
58,000. During the same period, the wealthy home of Wall 
Street lost 29,000 African Americans and 14,000 Latinos. 
More alarming is the income disparity there. 

From 1990 to 2010, the city that never sleeps 
increasingly became a city of have and have-nots. 
Census maps showed that while 1990 Manhattan had 
economic diversity, now the median income hovers over 
$75,000 for most blocks of that famous borough. 

Articles from the Times and NYC-based housing 
advocacy organizations frequently describe Manhattan 
as a haven of wealthy white yuppies. Sound familiar? 

San Francisco is quickly following suit. The same 
census maps that show the swell of wealth in Manhattan 
show a swell of wealthy folk in San Francisco. 

BMR housing set-asides help, and Mayor Lee has 
promised to ramp up BMR production, calling for about 
10,000 units by the year 2020. But any serious increase 
in housing production carries its own cost in a city where 
public transit and other vital infrastructure are already 
underfunded and would need serious new investments. 

In his Jan. 17 State of the City speech. Mayor Lee 
warned against demonizing the tech industry or with 
pitting one group against another. "San Francisco 
changes us more than any group of newcomers will 
change San Francisco," he said to the invite-only crowd. 

"Manhattanization" is not just a buzz term or a scare 
tactic: It's representative of a specific set of zoning and 
construction policies that many San Franciscans are now 
advocating for, which will change the demographics and 
politics of this city, whether we like it or not. sfbg 
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Tenant battle brewing 

Housing activists, politicians push parallel reform agendas 



BY REBECCA BOWE 

rebecca@sfbg.com 

NEWS Benito Santiago, 63, was born 
and raised in San Francisco. But 
now that he's received an eviction 
notice from the apartment he's lived 
in since 1977, he isn't sure what the 
future holds. 

"This is roots for me," Santiago 
told us. "I have more affinity for San 
Francisco than the Philippines," his 
family's place of origin. 

He works part-time with disabled 
youth enrolled in San Francisco 
public schools. "The idea that I built 
a rapport with these students here 
... to be put in a position where I 
wouldn't be able to work with them, 
I'm a little saddened and depressed 
by it," he said. "If I'm homeless, I 
can't be taking care of these kids. I 
mean — it's a worst-case scenario." 

He's been exploring alternative 
housing options, and trying to stay 
positive. He says he's even trying to 
"change the rate of vibration" of the 
real estate speculators seeking to oust 
him as part of his pre-dawn medita- 
tion and ritualistic movement prac- 
tice, a routine he developed to miti- 
gate the chronic pain he dealt with 
after being hit by an automobile when 
he was crossing the street in 1980. 

"Hopefully, they can have some 
compassion," he said. 

Santiago is hoping to get a tem- 
porary extension to stave off his 
eviction, and he's been looking into 
publicly subsidized below-market rate 
apartments. But rent for even the most 
affordable of those places would eat up 
75 percent of his monthly income, he 
said. Unless he can find an affordable 
arrangement somewhere, he might 
end up having to leave the city. 

GROWING MOVEMENT 

Santiago has been a part of a growing 
movement underway in San Francisco 
to reform the Ellis Act and introduce 
meaningful legislation at the local 
level to protect the city's renters. 

In recent weeks, the San 
Francisco Anti Displacement 



Coalition, made up of a wide range 
of organizations including the San 
Francisco Tenants Union, has host- 
ed a series of neighborhood tenant 
conventions to solicit ideas that 
will be boiled down at a citywide 
tenants' gathering scheduled for Feb. 
8. At that meeting, organizers plan 
to hash out a strategy and possibly 
solicit ideas for a ballot initiative. 

The tenant conventions are hap- 
pening on a parallel track with efforts 
to reform the Ellis Act, which allows 
landlords to remove apartments from 
the rental market and evict tenants. 

"Our goal is to ban the use of the 
Ellis Act in certain circumstances," 
explained Dean Preston of Tenants 
Together, a nonprofit focused on 
strengthening the rights of renters. 

"More than half of Ellis Acts are 
performed by people who bought the 
properties within the past six months," 
he told us. "Their whole purpose is to 
buy it and kick everyone out. It was 
supposed to be for long-term landlords 
to get out of the business" of being 
landlords, he added. Instead, "it's 
being completely abused." 

Sen. Mark Leno is working with 
Mayor Ed Lee on a response that 
would seek to lessen the impact the 
Ellis Act has had in San Francisco. 
Meanwhile, Assemblymember Tom 
Ammiano is spearheading a separate 
effort. 

"At this time, he's not really 
ready to say which avenue he's tak- 
ing" in terms of a legislative strat- 
egy, said Carlos Alcala, Ammiano's 
communications director. "Because 
that can rule out that avenue." 

Preston said he's been through 
waves of evictions before, but the 
organizing now taking place has 
been especially effective at drawing 
attention to the issue. Oftentimes, 
"the speculators are not from within 
the city or even within the state," he 
pointed out. "That has fueled a lot 
of activism and courage." 

For Santiago, the organizing has 
given him heart during a difficult 
time. "I'm hearing a lot of sad stories," 
he said, "and I am not alone." sfbg 
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Positive 
starts 

Toward a more holistic 
integration of technology 
into Bay Area life 



BY MARKE B. 

marke@sfbg.com 

Like Tabasco sauce, Lady Gaga, 
and the color teal, technology in 
itself is neither good nor bad — it's 
all in how you use it. (Indeed, you 
could argue that those first three 
examples are technological feats in 
their own right: Just don't use too 
much, please!) And while battles 
rightly rage about how the Bay 
Area's tech industry is reweaving our 
social fabric, creating and applying 
technology is an art in itself, albeit 
one that can have huge economic 
and political impact. 

It can be difficult to see past the 
whizbang gizmos, marketing dazzle, 
and glowing dollar signs of how 
technology is normally presented 
to us. But in this issue we wanted 
to take a deeper look at some of 
the ways technology is impacting 
or enhancing Bay Area life, and 
highlight some of its possibilities 
in addressing some of the city's 
real problems (no, not parking or 
hailing a cab). For all the talk about 
sharing economies and communal 
interaction, there's still a huge gulf 
between what's considered "innova- 
tion" and what actually offers a path 
toward civic solutions. 

Important questions still hang 
in the air (beyond the environmen- 
tal and labor impacts of manufac- 
turing such technologies): How can 
innovation be better applied to help 
city infrastructure and social ser- 
vices? How can we integrate startup 
energy into city policy-making and 
government transparency? Can the 
effects of "disruption" be assessed 
using other indicators beyond mar- 
ket value? In what ways can we 
ameliorate the knee-jerk resistance 
to innovation from all sides when it 
comes to addressing the explosion 
of homelessness, hunger, and child 
poverty in the Bay Area? Can we 
develop new "inputs" or ways of 
including all Bay Area voices in the 
conversation about how technology 
is transforming the way we live? 

And why can't we Kickstart 
Muni, anyway? 



Lately, there's been some move- 
ment toward addressing some of 
these concerns, especially when it 
comes to art and culture. The huge, 
forthcoming 5M project on Mission 
plans to not only house Yahoo, but 
also Intersection for the Arts and 
SF Made, explicitly integrating local 
arts and businesses into the startup 
incubator template. A recent forum 
hosted by music app WillCall on 
how tech can better support the 
local music and nightlife industry 
packed the Public Works nightclub. 
Proposals to help teach more coding 
in schools and make government 
more transparent are gaining steam. 

Of course, it's always wise to 
maintain a healthy skepticism about 
the latest shiny thing, and to realize 
the limits of technology — often it 
can't even clean up its own mess — 
and especially the people behind it. 
But it's also important to keep push- 
ing the conversation about technol- 
ogy's role in civic engagement for- 
ward in positive, thought-provoking, 
even spicy new directions, sfbg 



By the 
people 

Government with tech has 
possibilities and pitfalls 



BY REBECCA BOWE 

rebecca@sfbg.com 

A growing number of people seem 
to be convinced that "civic inno- 
vation" is sexy. 

Tech- oriented events at San 
Francisco City Hall, like hackathons 
for improving government services, 
have become increasingly common. 
App developers are gaga over the 
idea of revolutionizing government 
through software, and the concept is 
gaining momentum. 

To borrow an analogy referenced 
in an essay by tech publisher Tim 
O'Reilly, some software purveyors 
are moving away from the idea of 
government as a vending machine: 
"When we don't get what we expect, 
our 'participation' is limited to pro- 
test — essentially, shaking the vend- 
ing machine." 

Instead, they're latching onto the 
idea of government as an open plat- 
form that citizens can tinker with. 

That's exciting. Can it lead to a 
government that is more responsive 



to the people, as enthusiasts predict? 
Can we really hack away the inef- 
fective and irresponsive parts of the 
public sector? 

Or is some of this just hype 
and libertarian idealism from a 
cash-drenched tech sector seeking 
business opportunities and greater 
political influence? 

HACK THE LAW 

Sup. Mark Farrell recently proposed 
doing away with an outmoded and 
widely disregarded law disallow- 
ing bicycle storage in garages. The 
legislative tweak matters because 
it was spurred by feedback sub- 
mitted through a new website, 
SanFranciscoCode.org. 

Operated by a private nonprofit 
organization called the OpenGov 
Foundation, the website presents 
an interactive, online version of the 
city's municipal code with an open 
platform where anyone can easily 
comb through the thicket of city 
laws and leave comments on specific 
sections, using the software as a 
magnifying glass. 

Farrell touted the website — 
launched in partnership with Mayor 
Ed Lee's Office of Civic Innovation 
last September — as a tool that 
could spur "a more transparent and 
accountable city government." 

'T see this leading to better 



"ACQUIRING 
PREEMPTIVE 
KNOWLEDGE 
ABOUT EMERGING 
TECHNOLOGIES IS 
THE BEST WAY TO 
ENSURE THAT WE 
HAVE A SAY IN THE 
MAKING OF OUR 
FUTURE." 

CATARINA MOTA, 
CO-FOUNDER OF 
0PENMATERIALS.ORG 




engagement," said Jess Montejano, 
Farrell's legislative aide. Seamus 
Kraft, executive director of the 
OpenGov Foundation, has been 
compiling all the comments sub- 
mitted via SanFranciscoCode.org, 
and recently sent a memo with all 
user feedback to each member of the 
Board of Supervisors. 

"Our mission is to put as much 
public information into the public's 
hands as possible," Kraft said, "so 
that people can access their laws the 
way they deserve in 2013." 

The idea that a law would be 
changed instantly based on public 
comments is a new take on an old 
concept, with shades of being enam- 
ored by that shiny new thing. After 
all, many supervisors have a habit of 
turning their backs, or very obviously 
zoning out, during public comment 
sessions at weekly board meetings. 

Yet anyone with an Internet 
connection can run with this new 
portal for citizen engagement. How 
about a reinvigorated response to 
San Francisco's Sit/Lie Ordinance? A 
torrent of online commentary about 
the public nudity ban? Not every- 
one has the same idea about what it 
means to fix a broken law. 

In some respects. City Hall 
appears to be lending itself out as 
a laboratory in which to test the 
wide-ranging theories of civic inno- 
vators. Mayor Lee has greeted the 
technology sector with arms wide 
open, and empowered the Office of 
Civic Innovation to foster tech-fu- 
eled government fine-tuning. 

With the rise of amply fund- 
ed organizations such as Code for 
America, droves of programmers stand 
at the ready, eager to chip in and do 
their part to help transport the public 
sector out of the analog ages. 

A recent brigade of Code for 
America fellows partnered with 
the city's Department Health and 
Human Services to create an app 
that automatically notifies food 
stamp recipients via text when they 
are about to be automatically dis- en- 
rolled. The idea is to give recipients 
advance notice so they can take 
steps to renew their enrollment. 

Other initiatives, such as the 
Department of Public Health's 
release of an open data set to reveal 
housing inspection records, can arm 
citizens with useful knowledge — 
like empowering apartment hunters 
to spot a slumlord from a mile away. 

The use of tech for transparency 
holds potential: What if each and 
every public record — down to 
every last email, calendar appoint- 
ment, or police report — were 



instantly uploaded to a publicly 
accessible database, easy to locate, 
and fully searchable? Would that be 
a check against corruption? 

Ron Bouganim, a San Francisco - 
based venture capitalist and men- 
tor to the very Code for America 
teams industriously improving 
city government through tech- 
nology, recently filed paperwork 
with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission to create GovTech. It's 
a new kind of venture capital fund, 
specifically devoted to fostering 
companies looking to find their way 
in the "civic innovation" sector. 

Bouganim laid out the dynamics 
driving the civic innovation trend: 
First, "2008-2009 was like a nuclear 
bomb," he explained. "The financial 
crisis was a cataclysmic event. The 
money is not coming back, ever." 

THE NEW NORMAL? 

This new normal, characterized by 
dramatically depleted public-sector 
finances, has helped make government 
more open to working with startups 
instead of trusted brands like IBM, 
Bouganim said, since startups can help 
government "do more with less." 

Bouganim also said adoption of 
cloud computing has changed the 
game. Whereas governments were 
initially hesitant to move their data 
to the cloud, the recent migration 
has made it possible for companies 
seeking government contracts to 
price below the "procurement thresh- 
old," a price point that triggers a 
long public approval process before 
a purchase can go through. Now 
that technology has helped software 
developers slice through red tape, 
startups are flooding in, eager to land 
public sector contracts. 

The city's Entrepreneurship in 
Residence webpage (entrepreneur. 
sfgov.org), which markets a program 
rolled out by the Office of Civic 
Innovation, says it all. Sporting a 
gleaming picture of San Francisco 
City Hall, it bears the caption: 
"Develop products & services for the 
$142 billion public sector market." 

Bouganim wasn't willing to say 
much in the way of GovTech's plans, 
but he mentioned that his accelerator 
provides mentorship for startups that 
are paired with government agencies, 
and hinted that his initial invest- 
ments would lead to "a dramatic 
impact on government savings." 

An underlying goal of the 
whole civic innovation movement, 
Bouganim added, "is to fundamen- 
tally change this concept that gov- 
ernment is over there, and I am over 
here. We the people are the govern- 
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"WHAT CAN WE DO 
TO CREATE SHARED 
PROSPERITY? THE 
ANSWER IS NOT TO 
TRY TO SLOW DOWN 

TECHNOLOGY. 
INSTEAD OF 

RACING AGAINST 
THE MACHINE, WE 

NEED TO LEARN 
TO RACE WITH THE 
MACHINE." 

ERIKBRYNJOLFSSON, 

DIRECTOR OF 
THE MIT CENTER FOR 
DIGITAL BUSINESS 




ment, weVe just lost touch with it." 

Bouganim responded to the 
Guardian's call within 15 minutes, 
mentioning he was in London. "I 
wanted to get back to you so you 
didn't think I was ignoring you/' he 
said, "because that would be awful." 

But the well-compensated pub- 
lic servants at the Mayor's Office 
of Civic Innovation evidently had 
no such compunction. The Bay 
Guardian placed multiple calls to 
that office for this story, only to be 
met with radio silence. 

And that's a quandary. One 
cannot trumpet lofty goals of citizen 
engagement while habitually wall- 
ing off government critics, and still 
expect to be taken seriously. And 
therein lies the rub with civic inno- 
vation: Even if technology is neu- 
tral, politics will never be so. sfbg 



Death and 
Facebook 

^^ocial media's important 
O role during tragedies 



BY STEVEN T.JONES 

steve@sfbg.com 

My appreciation for Facebook had 
been waning in recent years. 
Although I still use it almost every 
day — mostly as a storehouse for 
digital photos and events listings 
or as a procrastination tool — I was 
becoming turned off by its increas- 
ing commercialization and ubiquity. 

But last month, my eyes were 
opened to the important role that 
social media sites can play in our 
lives, particularly Facebook, because 
of how many people are on it: local 
friends and acquaintances, extend- 
ed family, people I grew up with or 
knew in other places I've lived, and 
friends of my friends and loved ones. 

My girlfriend, Rhonda Barzon, 
suddenly slipped into a coma on the 
afternoon of Dec. 1, the result of pres- 
sure in her brain that had caused a 
severe headache and nausea, trigger- 
ing our early morning trip to the hos- 
pital. The next day, doctors conclud- 
ed she was brain dead and we shut off 
the ventilator the following day. 

I'm still in shock over her death, 
but the support that 1 and her family 
received through Facebook has been 
a huge source of comfort and con- 
nection. Our ability to communicate 
what was happening with Rhonda was 
made easier and more far-reaching 
through the use of Facebook, eliminat- 
ing many of the countless phone calls 
we would otherwise have had to make 
during those difficult days. 

People were profoundly affected 
by Rhonda's unexpected death, both 
people who knew her well and those 
who just followed our storybook 
romantic rise from afar, including 
people from our extended commu- 
nity, her family, and those she knew 
from previous phases of her life. 

As the unfolding news of her 
condition trickled out in Facebook 
updates and comments, people were 
able to look at photos and posts from 
our charmed eight-month relation- 
ship and see just how happy we were. 
It helped that Rhonda was such a 
luminous woman with an amazing 
smile, but I heard again and again 
from people how truly happy she 
seemed. And she was, which turned 
out to be one silver lining in this 
tragic story, one reinforced by this 
online record of our life together. 

The breadth of the emotional 
impact of Rhonda's unexpected 
death and its amplification by 
Facebook was epitomized a week 
later by the woman who stopped me 
on the street in my neighborhood 
and told me, 'T'd really like to give 
you a hug because I know who you 
are and I know what happened." 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 12 » 
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It was a sweet, touching moment 
that augmented the support that 
I was getting from my immediate 
physical community. 

I understand and even share 
the concerns that people have about 
Facebook and other online realms, 
which can offer the illusion of com- 
munity connection while actually 
feeding our sense of isolation. It can 
make us more narcissistic and self-ab- 
sorbed, a concern 1 even raised with 
Rhonda a week before she died, asking 



whether we were posting too many 
lovey photos of ourselves on Facebook. 

Now, I'm just happy that we did. 
For good or ill, our lives and her death 
played out in vivid fashion before 
thousands of people in real time, 
something that has immortalized this 
tragedy and the amazing woman at the 
center of it. And it has given me solace 
for which I'll always be grateful, from 
the hundreds of simple statements of 
support through Facebook comments 
to long, deeply personal messages pri- 
vately delivered to me to hugs on the 
street from random strangers. 



Thank you all, and thank you, 
Facebook. sfbg 
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BY REBECCA BOWE 

rebecca@sfbg.com 

The SF Bay Guardian newsroom is 
tapping some high-tech tools to 
continue its journalistic mission. 

Working in partnership with a 
group of technologists who dislike 
government corruption just as much 
as we do, we're launching a new 
web-based system to enable sources 
to anonymously submit documents 
directly to our news staff. 

The system offers better safeguards 
for protecting sources' identities than 
conventional email can offer. 

Powered by a software system 
called SecureDrop, the system is 
designed to protect the identities 
of whistleblowers if they wish to 
share information without fear of 
retaliation. 

If the documents we receive con- 
tain newsworthy information that 
can be independently verified, weTl 
use it as the basis for our reporting. 

Since this is an experiment, we 
have no idea what will land in our 
SecureDrop folder — but it creates 
the potential for us to partner with 
sources in breaking significant 
news items. 

The SecureDrop program orig- 
inated with the late Aaron Swartz, 



who developed it in collaboration 
with Wired Editor Kevin Poulson. 
Swartz was an Internet activist and 
programmer known for hashing 
out inventive ways to fight corrup- 
tion and promote transparency. 
He's remembered, among other 
things, for cofounding Reddit, the 
online news site; and for found- 
ing Demand Progress, an online 
activism group known for its 2012 
campaign against the Stop Online 
Piracy Act. 

Now, SecureDrop is man- 
aged by the Freedom of the Press 
Foundation, a nonprofit organi- 
zation founded in 2012 that is 
''dedicated to helping support and 
defend public-interest journalism 
focused on exposing mismanage- 
ment, corruption, and law-breaking 
in government." 

Files submitted to the Guardian 
through the SecureDrop system 
will remain encrypted until they 
are securely downloaded. This 
means there's no way for a third 
party to view their contents and 
trace them back to the sender. 

Sources' actual identities will 
never be revealed, and they'll be 
identified to our news staff only 
through randomly generated code 
names. 
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Of course, whistleblowers 
desiring to keep their identities 
unknown always have the option 
of putting some documents into an 
unmarked envelope and dropping 
it in the mail. 

But by submitting documents 
through SecureDrop, sources will 
have the ability to send high vol- 
umes of information that would 
be logistically difficult to print out 
or send. The program also enables 
sources to communicate with jour- 
nalists in real time without reveal- 
ing their actual identities. 

Stay tuned. In coming weeks, 
the Guardian will publish a clip- 
out guide with instructions on how 
to submit documents to our news 
staff using SecureDrop. Sending 
encrypted files to journalists begins 
with downloading the Tor Browser 
Bundle, a system that makes online 
activity invisible to third parties, sfbg 



Judging A 
hackers ^ 

Social Good Hackathon 
wants nerds, Luddites... 
and even the Guardian 



BY JOE FITZGERALD RODRIGUEZ 

joe@sfbg.com 

The Bay Guardian is happy to 
announce a partnership with 
BeMyApp, CloudCamp, Hewlett 
Packard, and Intel in launching a 
hackathon for societal benefit. I 
will be one of the judges of their 
CloudCamp Social Good Hackathon 
the weekend of Jan. 24. 

The hackathon is a contest 
tasking programmers and design- 
ers with creating apps that could 



change their city, state, country, or 
the world. Teams will craft those 
changes around health, fitness, the 
environment, and education. The 
Guardian has always been solutions 
based, and we hope to work with 
tech to help solve the problems of 
San Francisco's rising displacement 
and inequality together. 

Entrance in the hackathon is 
free, though space is limited. The 
first and second prizes are $5,000 
and $4,000, respectively. Hackers 
will strut their ones and zeroes at 
Impact Hub San Francisco, which is 
housed in the bottom floor of the 
San Francisco Chronicle Building on 
Fifth and Mission. 

Kalina Machlis, community 
manager at BeMyApp, said the 
Guardian was a natural choice to 
partner with them due to our often 
critical stance on the tech commu- 
nity: We'd keep them honest. She 
also hoped it would help build ties 
with a media community that can 
be critical of the tech industry. 

"It's a good way for you to see 
there are positive things happening 
in the tech world," she told us. 

And though no one app can 
solve all of San Francisco's social 
ills, we hope this can be a first step 
toward harnessing tech for the good 
of all the city's residents. 

Be advised, you don't necessarily 
need to be a tech head to join in. 
Just bring your ideas, Machlis told 
us. "Our initial idea for beginning 
the company was to bring together 
people who don't have technical 
skills with people who design and 
code," she said. 

We're looking forward to bring- 
ing a bit of Guardian fire to a hub 
of techies who want to change the 
world. For every Greg Gopman 
spewing hatred, no doubt there are 
tech-savvy folk who care about the 
less fortunate around them. We 
want to meet those socially con- 
scious hackers, sfbg 
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The basics 



BY MARCIAGAGLIARDI 

marcia@sfbg.com 

TABLEHOPPING Pizza, burgers, banh 
mi, and brunch... what more do 
you need? 

BALLIN' ON A BUDGET 

This week features some smaller 
openings around town, plus new 
places to go for brunch, and, how 
charming, they're not all gonna 
leave you broke. Besides, some of 
us self-employed types are still 
reeling from those pesky tax quar- 
terlies that were just due, blergh. 

Pizza-man-about-town Jeff 
Krupman (aka the PizzaHacker, 
known for his FrankenWeber 
mobile pizza oven) has pulled it 
on over and has been softly open- 
ing his first brick-and-mortar spot 
in La Lengua-Bernal, aptly named 
PizzaHacker (3299 Mission, SF. 
www.thepizzahacker.com). He's 
keeping the menu pared down, 
with pies like a classic margherita, 
although some have fun names 
and ingredient combos like the 
Yo Vinny (with marinated onions. 
Mama LiPs pickled goat horn 



peppers, 4505 hot Italian sausage, 
tomato sauce, mozzarella), and 
the Rocket Man (arugula, garlic, 
mozzarella, farm egg, lemon juice, 
chili paste). 

For now, pizzas are $15 
during the opening weeks — but 
the pricing may change a bit in 
the future, just FYI. There's also 
a killer salad, check it out. The 
space is pretty bare bones, with 
seating at picnic tables or the 
bar. Yay, there's local beer and 
wine too. It's mostly open Thu- 
Sun at 5:30pm, but check out 
the schedule on the website or 
on Twitter (@pizzahacker) before 
heading over. 

Downtown workers have 
a couple new options to add 
to their lunchtime mix, or for 
post-work dinnertime. It's OK, 
we know your fridge is empty. 
First up. Bun Mee (650 Market, SF. 
www.bunmee.co) has opened a 
second location, with the same 
menu as the original location 
on Fillmore. You can order 
Vietnamese sandwiches (you have 
to try the sloppy bun, trust, and 
get an egg on it!), along with 
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salads, and other items that are 
good for eating at your desk, like 
rice and noodle bowls. And get a 
coconut sandwich cookie, because 
hey, you're worth it. Open daily 
10:30am-9pm. 

There's no denying that the 
burgers at Super Duper are pretty 
fricking good — it's all about the 
double patty action on the Super 
burger. You now have another 
location to hit up: The latest loca- 
tion to open is in the Financial 
District at 98 Mission (www. 



superdupersf.com). Hours are 
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm and Sat-Sun 
llam-6pm. 

You dig brunch? You're a San 
Franciscan, of course you do. One 
new brunch service that was just 
added to our scene is on Saturdays 
at St. Vincent (1270 Valencia, SF. 
www.stvincentsf.com) in the 
Mission. Come by noon-3pm for 
an East Coast fave like scrapple 
with fried eggs, or a new-fangled 
rye waffle with mixed winter cit- 
rus, pecans, hickory syrup, and 



sour cream. Also very au courant 
SF: a variety of toast toppings on 
country bread, like cultured but- 
ter with persimmon jam. Oysters 
on the half shell, yep. And more 
wine and tasty beers than you'd 
know what to do with! Start with 
some coffee from Bicycle Coffee 
Co., however. Pace yourself. 

Also in the Mission: the 
folks at Hi Lo (3416 19th St., SF. 
www.hilobbqsf.com) are serving 
Sunday brunch (llam-2:30pm), 
and this menu is not gonna let 



you be hungry for long. You'll 
find some Southern-inspired 
numbers, like shrimp and grits 
with andouille sausage and chick- 
en fried steak and eggs, plus clas- 
sics like a Benedict with house- 
cured ham. Those looking for 
lighter choices — i.e. people on a 
January diet — can opt for house- 
smoked salmon on lavash or 
fruit with yogurt. Lemon-ricotta 
pancakes: always a win. There's a 
selection of brunch cocktails, like 
a jerked Bloody Mary with pork 



fat-washed rye, Caribbean and 
house BBQ spice, heirloom toma- 
to, and Youk's hot sauce. Dude. 
There are also three ''hair of the 
dog" shot specials for $7 for those 
who need some healing, stat. 

Woof. SFBG 

Marcia Gagliardi is the founder of 
the weekly tahlehopper e-column; 
subscribe for more at www.tablehop- 
per.com. Get her app: Tablehoppefs 
Top Late-Night Eats. On Twitter: 
@tablehopper. 
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GEEK PRIDE. 



WEDNESDAY 1/22 

O JD WILKES AND 
THE DIRT DAUBERS 

As the wild frontman for The 
Legendary Shack Shakers, Col. J.D. 
Wilkes brought together a wide array 
of blues-infused and swampy sound- 
ing rock 'n' roll, earning them the 
admiration of fans and invitations 
to tour with noted performers such 
as Robert Plant. Wilkes — a bonafide 




Kentucky colonel, hence his title — 
formed The Dirt Daubers in 2009 
with his wife, Jessica, and added gui- 
tarist Rod Hamdallah and drummer 
Preston Corn for the band's most 
recent album. Wild Moon (Plowboy 
Records). Produced by iconic punk 
rocker Cheetah Chrome (The Dead 
Boys), the album finds them back 
in the vein of mixing traditional 
sounds with an infectious rock atti- 
tude and approach. (Sean McCourt) 
8pm, $10-$12 
Rickshaw Stop 
155 Fell, SF 
(415) 861-2011 
www.rickshawstop.com 

O SWEAT LODGE 

Spend a minimal amount of time on 
the stretch of Mission between El Rio 
and The Knockout, and youTl prob- 
ably hear of these lo-fi punks. Not 
simply since one member is a fixture 
at the former bar, cooking up Indian 
tacos and sweet frybread on the back 
patio. No, it's because Sweat Lodge 
seems to be a favorite of discerning 
music aficionados and drunkards 
alike. The last unprompted recom- 
mendation came from a guy who 
had literally just picked himself off 
the sidewalk (his back hurt) and said, 
'That dude's band fucking rocks" as 
Rocky passed. Perhaps sensing jaded 
skepticism he added, ''and I don't 
give praise lightly." But I've checked 
the tumblr and the tapes, and can't 
disagree. (Ryan Prendiville) 
With Giggle Party, Nasty Christmas 
9pm, $8 

Bottom of the Hill 
1233 17th, SF 
(415) 612-4455 
www.bottomofthehill.com 




THURSDAY 1/23 



O NAPOLEON DYNAMITE 
10TH ANNIVERSARY 
SCREENING 

Flippin' sweet! It's time to polish up 
your dance moves, sketch out some 
ligers, and get out the vote for Pedro 
— and if you have no idea what I'm 



the film and a live, in-person Q&A 
session, where you can ask them 
anything you ever wanted to know 
about the oddball movie, or perhaps 
even life in general. . .like, "Do the 
chickens have large talons?" (Sean 
McCourt) 
7pm, $25 
Castro Theatre 
429 Castro, SF 
www.sfsketchfest.com 




FRIDAY/1/24 



talking about, clearly you've never 
seen the 2004 cult comedy classic 
Napoleon Dynamite. As part of this 
year's SF Sketchfest, join actors Jon 
Heder, Jon Gries, and Efren Ramirez 
for a 10th anniversary screening of 



O DAVE ALVIN 

First displaying his formidable guitar 
chops as a member of The Blasters 
in the early 1980s, singer/songwriter 
Dave Alvin has also played with 
X and The Knitters, and has gone 
on to a distinguished solo career, 
with his most recent record. Eleven 
Eleven (Yep Roc) coming out in 2011. 
Hailing from the working class town 



of Downey, the Grammy Award- 
winning Alvin absorbed a host of 
musical influences growing up, and 
his soulful songwriting exudes the 
best of that Americana and roots- 
based music — he comes to the 
city tonight for a special acoustic 
show with Nina Gerber and Christy 
McWilson. (Sean McCourt) 
8pm, $25 

Great American Music Hall 
859 O'Farrell, SF 
(415) 885-0750 
www.slimspresents.com 

O DENT MAY 

Over three albums. Dent May has 
been a bit of a indie pop chameleon. 
Take the fabulous lounge kitsch 
of The Good Feeling Music Of Dent 
May & His Magnificent Ukulele. Or 
the drum machine disco revival on 
Do Things. And May's latest. Warm 
Blanket, is predictably unpredictable: 
see the Bowie styled "Let's Dance" 




Intro that quickly upshifts into an 
afrobeat groove on "Let Them Talk." 
Still, one thing May shares with his 
label bosses Animal Collective is a 
shared affinity for Brian Wilson, and 
it's the biggest referent, with a track 
like "Corner Piece" sounding like it 
could have spun off of Pet Sounds, 
and it's the perfect opportunity for 
May to get increasingly open-heart- 
ed and romantic. (Ryan Prendiville) 
With Chris Cohen, Jack Name 
9pm, $12 
Slim's 

333 nth St., SF 
(415) 255-0333 
www.slimspresents.com 

O FRANCESCA 
LOMBARDO AT HEART 
PHOENIX'S HIGHER 

Sometimes it feels like watching 
reruns. The one where the DJs idle 
behind the decks, doing their best 
to seem effortlessly cool, making 
adjustments with a cigarette in 
hand (and another drooping from 
their bottom lip). Worse than 
than that, the occasional amped 
up excitement, hiding the fact 
that the webcast probably won't 
translate 100 percent, and in any 



case, the scenester crowd will look 
bored. Francesca Lombardo's recent 
Boiler Room run avoided both pit- 
falls. Centered around her vocals, 
and orchestrated with strings, 
Lombardo's music took a middle 
path through deep house — some- 
where between Maya Jane Coles and 
Nicolas Jaar — confident but with 
enough of a nervy edge befitting her 
recent addition to Crosstown Rebels. 
(Ryan Prendiville) 
With Christian Martin, Galen, shOOey, 
Gravity, Layne Loomis, Ding-Dong, and 
more 

9pm-4am, $15-20 
Public Works 
161 Erie, SF 
(415) 932-0955 
www.publicsf.com 



SATURDAY/25 



O JESSY LANZA 

We've seen a major resurgence of 
UK R&B-circa-'89 over the past 
few years, but while songstresses 
like Jessie Ware tackle those Lisa 
Stansfield-ish stylings with showy 
emotivity, Canada's Jessy Lanza 
takes a borderline-shoegazer's 
approach to her vocals, filtering 
ambiguous yearnings and half-con- 
fessions through delay and echo 
until they're just another instru- 
ment in the mix, as stark and 
percussive as they are ethereal and 
melodic. Released on the much-fe- 
tishized Hyperdub imprint, and 
produced/co-written by Junior 
Boys' Jeremy Greenspan, Lanza's 
icy, prickly, spacious debut LP, Pull 
My Hair Back (2013), updates a 
flashy throwback genre for intro- 
verted, LCD -immersed times, in 
which the people can't quite be 
trusted to say what they mean, 
or vice versa. This Saturday's 
Popscene-curated show marks 
Lanza's second-ever West Coast 
appearance, and might elucidate 
a persona that, similarly to those 
of labelmates Hype Williams and 
Laurel Halo, remains well con- 
cealed. (Taylor Kaplan) 
With Running in the Fog 
9pm, $10 
Amnesia 

853 Valencia, SF 
(415) 970-0012 
www.amnesiathebar.com 

® SF MR. TRANSMAN 
2014 COMPETITION 

Be a part of San Francisco his- 
tory as the Elbo Room hosts the 
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SATURDAY/25 

CONT» 



city's first ever Mr. Transman 
Competition! Six local FTM 
transmen of diverse backgrounds 
will compete in the categories of 
platform, swimsuit, interview, 
talent, and evening wear for a 
chance to be crowned the first Mr. 
Transman San Francisco. Hosted 
by Murray Hill, the creator of the 
first Mr. Transman competition 
in New York in 2011, this vibrant 
showcase will be judged by a 
panel of stars, including Shawna 
Virago, Michelle Tea, Ashley 
Fink, and Brontez Purnell. The 
contestants are James Darling, 
Mason J, Lynne Breedlove, Loren 
Mattia, Andrew Onthago, and 
Dawson Montoya. One of them 
will receive a huge trophy, a cash 
prize, and a spread in Original 
Plumbing rmLgazinel (21+). (Kirstie 
Haruta) 
8pm, $15-20 
Elbo Room 
647 Valencia, SF 
(415) 552-7788 
www.elbo.com 

* PROJECT AGORA'S 
MOTHER TONGUE 

When Kara Davis was actively 
dancing, she seemed to 
be everywhere, per- 
forming (superbly) 
with choreographers 
as different as Janice 
Garret, Margaret 
Jenkins, Robert 
Moses, and Kathleen 
Hermesdorf. 
Then she 
started to 
choreo- 
graph 
not solos 
and 

duets like 
most begin- 
ners, but 
(excellent) 
company piec 
es of a dozen 
dancers more. 
That's before 
she traveled 
to the Middle 
East. Now she 
is working with 
an international 
cast of a visual 
artist, dancers, 
and musicians to 
find a common 
language — both 
culturally and 



OPINION 




artistically — with which to create 
a piece. The largely improvised 
Mother Tongue was a hit at the 
Museum of Performance and 
Design last fall. It's now back at 

the same venue on Friday before 

traveling a couple of blocks South 

to the Garage for the Saturday 

performance. (Rita Felciano) 

Fri/24: 8pm, $10-15 

Museum of Performance and Design 

893B, Folsom, SF 

(415)255-4800 

www.mpdsf.org 

Sat/25: 7pm and 8:30pm, $15 
The Garage 
715 Bryant, SF 
715bryant.info 



SUNDAY/26 
® WOOTSTOCK 

While nerds have been picked 
on and made fun of for genera- 
tions, with the advent of the 21st 
century computer age and the 
mainstream success of all man- 
ner of tech-related products 
(and even the acceptance 
of watching sci-fi movies 
and reading comic books!) 
we can now proudly come 
together for a celebration 
of our collective inner geek! 
Join special effects guru/TV 
host Adam Savage from 
Mythbusters, singers 
Paul and Storm and 
author Pat Rothfuss 
for a night of come- 
dy, music, readings 
and much more 
that embrace geek 
pride. Turn off that 
re-run of Big Bang 
Theory, get off the 
couch, and nerd out! 
(Sean McCourt) 
1pm, $35 



i 



Marines Memorial Theatre 
609 Sutter, SF 
www.sfsketchfest.com 



ROBERT DELONG 
SEE TUESDAY/28 



# AN EVENING 
WITH MIKE MILLS 

History, says artist Mike Mills, 
inspired his three-part Project Los 
Altos. But the past isn't all that 
Mills is getting at — our present and 
future make up history before they 
happen, and currently, technology 
is happening. This Sunday at the 
Roxie, Mills gives a Q&A on the 
'Tuture" third of his piece, a doc- 
umentary entitled A Mind Forever 
Voyaging Through Strange Seas of 
Thought Alone: Silicon Valley Project 
(2013). The film interviews chil- 
dren of tech industry workers about 




their predictions of the future. It's 
dark, even spooky, to hear this 
envisioned world, which has less 
intelligence and fewer plants and 
animals, because ultimately, the 
children's imaginations reflect a 
world we don't realize we might 
already be living in. (Kaylen Baker) 
7pm, $10 Roxie Theater 
3117 16th St, SF 
(415) 863-1087 
www.roxie.com 



TUESDAY/28 



® OPEN MIC NIGHT AT 
BOTTOM OF THE HILL 

Open mic nights at cafes can be 
great, but if you're a musician crav- 
ing more of a real show experience, 
don't miss Bottom of the Hill's 
open mic night. For one night 
only, the popular venue will open 
its stage to musicians of all genres 
to play one song — originals and 
covers both welcome! Worried your 
setup is too complicated? Fear not! 
Bottom of the Hill will set you up 
for a beautiful performance, with 
the help of sound engineer Dan 
Foldes and House Drummer Trent. 
Drum kits are not allowed, but 
light percussion is fine, and the 
venue can provide mics, cables, and 
a keyboard. Sign-ups are first come, 
first serve, starting at 7pm. Don't 
miss out! (21-I-). (Kirstie Haruta) 
7pm, Free 
Bottom of the Hill 
1233 17th St, SF 
(415) 626-4455 
www.bottomofthehill.com 



O ROBERT DELONG 

How do you gauge the frequently 
overreaching world of one-man 
bands, when pushing multitask- 
ing to its limit is part of the draw? 
Seemingly taking compulsive 
loopster Merrill Garbus' cue (and 
facepaint), Robert DeLong is a 
live-sampling and track-layering 
singer with an alternative pop 
bent, as likely to switch over 
to drums as he is to a modified 
Wii-mote or Sidewinder joystick 
in his performances. It's an 
approach that puts him 
at least in distinctive 
territory: Neither 
the minimalist 
and, despite all 
the effort, not 
quite a maximal- 
ist, DeLong is 
more likely to get 
featured in Wired 
than written up 
on Pitchfork, 
and doesn't quite 
fit into the EDM 
arena, where going 
alone is more 
ordinary. At the 
moment he seems to 
be orbiting in a little 
world of his own. (Ryan 
Prendiville) 

With Mystery Skulls, DJ Aaron 
Axelsen 
8pm, $15 



The independent 
628 Divisadero, SF 
(415) 771-1421 

www.theindependentsf.com sfbg 

The Guardian listings deadline is two weeks prior 
to our Wednesday publication date. To submit 
an item for consideration, please includethe 
title of the event, a brief description oftheevent, 
dateand time, venue name, streetaddress 
(listingcrossstreetsonly isn'tsufficient), city, 
telephone number readers can call for more 
information, telephone numberfor media, and 
admission costs. Send information to Listings, 
theGuardian, 225 Bush, 17th Fir., SF, CA 
94105; or email (paste press release intoemail 
body — no attachments, please) to listings® 
sfbg.com. Digital photos may be 

submitted in jpegformat; the 
image must be at least 240 
dpi and four inches by 
six inches in size. We 
regret we cannot 
accept listings over 
the phone. 
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Giggle Party 

Sweat Lodge 
Nasty Christmas 



THURSDAY iAN 23 7PM'i22/2S'U 



An acoustic evening with... 

The AVaine 



FRIDAY JAM 24 8:3flPM'SH'<lll 



Happy Divino 

The Started-Its 



8:3flPMil0'21* 



SATURDAY 



Owl Paws 

James Riotto 

Oave Clove 



SUNDAY JAM 26 Im'iWkk 



Wagons West Tour & The 
Year Of Our Discotheque Tour 

Red City Radio 



J. 
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KC Turner presents 
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The Lower 48 
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f 6th Annual StoporBovl 
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Broadway Calls 
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BY EMMA SILVERS 

esilvers@sfbg.com 

LEFT OF THE DIAL When MTV debuted 
"Video Killed the Radio Star" at 
12:01am on Aug. 1, 1981 — the first 
music video to air on the brand-new, 
much-buzzed-about network — pro- 
ducers knew exactly what they were 
doing. Amid all the excitement about 
the possibilities video technology 
presented to the music industry there 
was an ambivalence, tinged with 
apprehension from musicians, about 
what the sea change would mean for 
artists. The song perfectly captured 
the current climate, a combination of 
brave-new-world optimism and flat- 
out fear of the future. 

Two decades later, a scrappy little 
Redwood City-based file-sharing start- 
up called Napster would be ordered 
shut down in federal court. 'Tt's time 
for Napster to stand down and build 
their business the old-fashioned way 
— they must get permission first," 
said Hilary Rosen, president of the 
Recording Industry Association of 
America, told the New York Times, 
speaking on behalf of five major 
record labels that sued the company. 
And, as everyone knows, that sealed 
it: Music was never obtained for free 
on the Internet ever again, all artists 
were paid fairly for their work, and 
everyone lived happily ever after. 

Funny thing about technological 
advancement — it only goes one way. 
The collapse of the record industry 
over the past decade has given way to 
a sort of Wild West atmosphere when 
it comes to the ways musicians, fans, 
producers, etc. can interact, make 
art, and do commerce. It has been 
something of an economic equalizer: 
Anyone with a Wi-Fi connection can 
throw his latest dubstep/witchhouse 
cover of "Under the Sea" up on 
Soundcloud one night, and wake up 
to a bevy of fans. But most musicians 
I know would agree that the availabil- 
ity of free or very cheap streaming 
and downloading services has made 
it difficult, if not impossible, to make 
a living from their work the way they 
might have 30 years ago. 

And yet: There are those who 
would argue that the tech world 
has more to offer musicians than it 
might initially seem. In the spirit 
of our "good tech" issue, I reached 
out to some local techies who aren't 
using their powers for evil. 

On the vast playing field of 
websites and apps that promise to 
help musicians get their work out 
into the world — without, ideally, 
anyone going bankrupt — Bandcamp 
may have built the most trust among 
artists, using a straightforward reve- 




The"goqrdprtuhes 



of musib tech 



nue-share model: The company 
takes 15 percent of sales on 
digital purchases; 10 percent 
on merch. Of course, it didn't 
hurt when Amanda Palmer 
decided to forego the tradi 
tional album-release route 
in 2010, releasing her 
ukulele Radiohead 
covers album solely on 
Bandcamp, bringing in 
$15,000 inside three minutes. 

When founder Ethan Diamond 
launched the site in 2007 — after 
trying to buy a favorite band's digital 
album directly from its website and 
having "every single technical prob- 
lem that could go wrong, go wrong" 
— people were saying "music sales are 
dead," recalls the SF resident, a pro- 
grammer who previously co-found- 
ed the webmail service that would 
become Yahoo! mail. "Within a year 
or two of the business, you could see 
that wasn't true: Even in the digital 
era, fans actually want to support 
the artists they love. Right now fans 
are giving artists $2.8 million every 
month [through Bandcamp] . We have 
50,000 unique artists communicating 
and marketing directly to their fans... 
our entire goal is to help artists be 
successful. That's really it." 

And no, he doesn't want to 
name the band whose technical dif- 
ficulties inspired the company a few 
years back — band members don't 
know who they are. And they're not 
on Bandcamp yet. 

At Zoo Labs, a less-than-year-old 




nonprofit based out of a record- 
ing studio in West Oakland, a 
handful of heavy hitters from 
the tech and design worlds 
asked the question: What 
happens when you apply a 
business incubator model 
- like the well-found- 
ed training grounds 
that typically nurture 
Silicon Valley startups 

— to a band? The Zoo Labs Residency, 
a two-week, all-expenses-paid pro- 
gram for musicians, offers practical 
skill-building workshops, marketing 
training, mentorship, and studio time 
to bands who have a vision but hav- 
en't yet achieved a widespread reach. 

"We started talking to musicians 
about their experiences and how 
they were managing their careers 
and accomplishing their projects, 
and it was really interesting to find 
that a lot of musicians and producers 
working in music are having very 
similar experiences to entrepreneurs 
in the startup world," says Anna 
Acquistapeace, a designer who found- 
ed the program with Vinitha Watson, 
an ex-Googler (she opened Google's 
first satellite office in India) after the 
two met in California College of the 
Arts' Design Strategy MBA program. 
Music producer Dan Lawrence (who 

— full disclosure — I've known since 
elementary school, at which time 

he wanted to be a music producer) 
brought his working knowledge of 
the local music industry to the team. 
"With all of these changes in the 



[music] industry over the last 10 years, 
musicians have been forced to take 
way more control over their marketing 
channels," says Acquistapeace. "They 
need to get their own fans, they need 
to bootstrap their own products in a 
similar to way to what startups do, 
whether that means funding albums 
or demos to pitch to a record label, 
reaching out to the media... they have 
to become entrepreneurs, out of neces- 
sity. From that, the idea of this artists' 
residency-meets-business-incubator or 
accelerator was born." 

Thus far only one band, an 
Americana/roots four-piece called 
the Boston Boys, has completed the 
residency, participating in a series 
of workshops and recording sessions 
tailored specifically to their needs: 
They took a "sonic branding" class 
from Oakland producer Jumbo 
(whose credits include work with 
Blackalicious, Lyrics Born, and oth- 
ers), learned about music law, met 
with design professionals and leader- 
ship coaches. Meanwhile, recording 
engineer/producer Damien Lewis 
recorded the band live in the studio 
most days in sessions that ran from 
2 in the afternoon until 2 in the 
morning; the two-week period cul- 
minates in a live show at the studio. 

In total, the program costs about 
$20,000 per session to run, with 
much of it being underwritten by 
private investors from Silicon Valley 
who are simply interested in develop- 
ing new models for the music indus- 
try. "If there's one thing that people 
are passionate across the board, it's 
music," says Acquistapeace.' "I haven't 
really seen any other art form that 
crosses groups the same way." 

(The application period for 
its March residency just closed, 
but look for new programming to 
launch in February; the Beat Lab, 
which will open next month, aims 
to be a combination recording stu- 
dio /coworking space for musicians 
of all kinds: www.zoolabs.org) 

And in, er, music/tech news 
of a much lower-tech variety: Tom 
Temprano, co-owner of Virgil's Sea 
Room in the Mission, announced this 
week that the bar, which occupies 
the space Nap's III left behind (both 
physically and in our hearts), will be 
bringing back the grand Nap's tradi- 
tion of sloppy, gleeful karaoke around 
a glowing screen. Starting Jan. 23, 
every Thursday night at 9pm will find 
Nap himself back at home base MCing 
the action, with songbooks and har- 
monicas in tow. Because technology 
will march forward — video may have 
killed the radio star — but drunken 
renditions of Salt 'n' Pepa's "Shoop"? 
Karaoke, my friends, is forever, sfbg 
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ERNEST GREENE, AKA WASHED OUT 



PHOTO BY SHAE DETAR 



Chillwave's 
poster boy 
grows up 




hed Out's Ernest Greene 
on stepping out from 
behind the computer 



BY KYLE O'BRIEN 

arts@sfbg.com 

MUSIC It's been an adventurous 
four years for Ernest Greene. In 
2009; the musician now known as 
Washed Out was producing music 
in his childhood bedroom, consid- 
ering law school; and planning his 
wedding. Perry, Ga., is not widely 
known for its indie/electronica 
scene, so Greene posted music to 
his MySpace page and recorded 
it on a few cassette tapes for road 
trips. It was a low-key type of thing 

— until blogs like Pitchfork started 
paying attention. 

This is about the time I became 
a fan. I was a freshman in college, 
brand-new to San Francisco, and 
Washed Out sounded like the 
future. Most mainstream electronic 
production at the time seemed made 
for rappers, or was heavily drum- 
and-bass influenced. Washed Out 
was all '80s influences, hazy and 
chilled out. "Retro lo-fi," "dream- 
pop," "synth-pop." Chillwave is the 
genre most seem to have settled on 

— but two EPs, two studio albums, 
two international tours, a deal with 
SubPop and a Letterman perfor- 
mance later, Greene doesn't seem 
like he's settling in any other way 
anytime soon. 

'Tt really took me a couple of 
years to figure out my own approach 
to live shows, how to make them 
happen in a controlled way," says 
Greene, 31. He's currently touring 
in support of 2013's Paracosm with 
a five -piece band (including his 
wife, Blair, on synth and vocals) — a 
notable departure from his begin- 
nings as a bedroom artist with a DJ 
setup. He'll bring the show to the 



Fillmore Jan. 28 and 29. "There were 
a couple of technological break- 
throughs I had... where [earlier] some 
of the things I was doing in the stu- 
dio, I wasn't able to figure out how 
to accomplish live." 

Coming out from behind the 
computer screen has had its chal- 
lenges, he says, but he's committed 
to creating live music with a band 
rather than simply pressing play — 
a move that's shifted his focus to 
vocal performance. 

"In the studio, I could double 
my voice 100 times if I wanted to," 
he says. "But if we're on stage and 
it's just five of us, by necessity it's 
kind of stripped- down, and the live 
shows definitely have a different 
vibe because of that." 

"But harmonies have always 
been a pretty important part of 
the Washed Out sound," he says. 
"When I first started the Washed 
Out project, actually, I wasn't really 
thinking about singing myself — I 
was going to bring in someone else 
to sing, and I was just recording 
myself as a holding place. I didn't 
feel like my voice was very good, so 
part of the process was layering a 
ton of different vocal takes on top 
of each other just to make it sound 
better. After a long period of doing 
that, it became the sound, and the 
music was discovered, and it kind 
of took on a life of its own." Most 
of the vocals on the new record are 
still layered several times over, he 
says. Vocals, to Greene, are "just an 
instrument in the mix." 

A longtime friendship with 
electronic artist Toro Y Moi — 
Greene and Chaz Bundick went 
to high school together — has 
also meant a like-minded artist to 



bounce ideas off of. 

"He's probably the most tal- 
ented musician I've ever worked 
with — just a super creative guy," 
says Greene. "We were really lucky 
that we started getting recognition 
around the same time, and eased 
into doing this professionally 
together... I didn't have any con- 
tacts in the music business [start- 
ing out], and I remember having 
phone calls with him where we 
would catch up, [talk over] what we 
were going through. I didn't have 
that with anyone else." 

"His music just keeps getting 
better and better," Greene adds. 
""Plus all the guys in my band 
grew up with the dudes in the Toro 
Y Moi band, so it's kind of like a 
big family." 

The first half of 2014 will see 
Washed Out touring nearly non- 
stop, including an appearance at 
Coachella. He's ready for it. He's 
energized by Paracosm, with its 
warm, lush instrumentation, its 
constructed sense of escapism — 
the album's title itself refers to the 
concept of a fantasy world. That 
correlates heavily with the newer 
record's vibrant visual art, he says, 
as opposed to the stark white 
design of 201 1's Within & Without. 

"This newer stuff is a lot more 
vibrant-feeling, so the colors seem 
to suit it well," he says. "It's all 
about the music. That will lead the 
way most of the time." sfbg 

WASHED OUT 

With Kisses 

Jan. 28-29, 8pm, $25 

Fillmore 

1805 Geary, SF 

www.thefillmore.com 
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BY MARKE B. 

marke@sfbg.com 

SUPER EGO Can we give it up for at 
least six months of no new hyped-up 
microgenre of dance music hitting 
us over the heads? I feel adrift in a 
vortex of diverse styles, vibing to 
deep individuality. I mean, I adore 
— and, in the increasingly global- 
ized scene, fear for — the future of 
killer regional sounds, from Chicago 
footwork and Berlin post-minimal 
to UK bass and Ibiza tech house. 
Let's hope scenes and schools still 
gather around and amplify organic 
sounds on local streets and in local 
bedrooms. It certainly makes dance 
music easier to write about. But there 
seems to be a sigh of relief ema- 
nating from the turntables lately, a 
sense of anything good goes. Enjoy 
it before the next possibly question- 
able trend takes hold! 

NICK MONACO 

The dreamy tech house upstart from 
the Soul Clap and dirtybird labels 
starts a monthly third Thursday res- 
idency at Monarch called hey Young 
World. (Why they didn't call it Mon@ 
Mon, we'll never know.) First guest 
star: Justin Martin. Expect hotties. 
Thu/23, 9:30pm-3am, $10 advance. 
Monarch, 101 Sixth St, SF. 
www.monarchsf.com 

LUCIDITY 

"A lush, immersive atmosphere, with 
blissful beats" welling up from the 
more pyschedelic, melodic sides of 
darkwave, goth, and chillwave — in 
a tiki bar, no less. DJs Fact. 50 and 
Bildo drop tunes from Visage to 
Washed Out, while you dive into 
your flaming volcano. 
Fri/24, 9pm, free. Forbidden Island, 
1304 Lincoln, Alameda. 
www.facebook.com/luciditydreamwave 

SOME THING FOUR-YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY 

Wow, four years of the city's most 
artfully forward drag and all-night 
Friday dancing. You can just bet 
some queens gonna jump out of cake. 



Or be one! Glamamore, VivvyAnne 
ForeverMore, and DJ Down-E welcome 
guest DJ Stanley Frank Sensation, a 
huge cast of gender clowns, and you. 
Fri/24, 10pm-4am, $8. The Stud, 
399 Ninth St, SF. 
www.tinyurl.com/somthing4 

ROBAG WRUHME 

The prolific German, one half of 
the gonzo Wighnomy Brothers, has 
been on the scene since the break- 
dance days, but found his voice, 
gorgeously, during the heady mini- 
mal techno era. He'll layer on some 
outright, glowing soulfulness at the 
As You Like It party, with andhim 
and Session Victim. 
Sat/25, 9pm-5am, $20 advance. Public 
Works, 161 Erie, SF. www.ayli-sf.com 

BENOIT AND SERGIO 

The last time this slick yet intel- 
ligent DC-Berlin tech house duo 
appeared here, they put on a bon- 
kers show that had people talking 
for weeks. This more intimate 
appearance is sure to show off their 
lush, sensuous side, while still slay- 
ing the dance floor. At the Lights 
Down Low party. 
Sat/25, 10pm-3am, $25. Monarch, 
101 Sixth St., SF. www.monarchsf.com 

CAZWELL 

So glad the era of gay novelty rap 
seems to be over. No one could top 
the classic Cazwell, anyway, who 
takes on contemporary gay life with 
some actually funny double-entendres 
(and no lack of actual sex appeal). 
Hop on his ice cream truck as the Big 
Top party returns to the Castro. 
Sat/25, 9pm, $5-$10. Beaux, 
2344 Market, SF. www.beauxsf.com 

SUBB-AN 

Three years ago, I hung out with 
this Britcat while he lit up Berlin's 
Panorama Bar crowd with a sharp, 
driving take on typically warmer 
house sounds. It's all in the way he 
plays 'em. With Super Flu and the 
Modular party crew. 
Sat/25, 9:30pm-2:30am, $10-$25. Audio, 
316 11th St, SF. www.audiosf.com sfbg 
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WEDNESDAY 22 



ROCK 

Bottom of the Hill: Giggle Party, Sweat Lodge, 

NastyChristmas, 9p.m.,$8. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Brave Ulysses, Winnie 

Christian, 8 p.m., $5-$8. 

Chapel: Black Cobra Vipers, Yesway, Annie Girl 

&The Flight, 8 p.m., $12. 

El RiO: JoeShambeaux&The Doctors, Zbornak, 

8p.m., $5. 

Hemlock Tavern: Bad Coyotes, The Shirks, Musk, 
TheShanghais, 8:30 p.m., $6. 
Knockout: Cumstain,ThatGhost, Bloom, Sharky 
Coast, DJ Special Lord B, 9:30 p.m., $6. 
Make-Out Room: UFOFBI, White Rainbow, 
7:30 p.m., $5. 

Milk Ban Bonnie &The Bang Bang, Down Dirty 
Shake, DonCat, Young Creatures, 8:30 p.m., $5. 
Rickshaw Stop: J. D. Wilkes&The Dirt Daubers, 
Trainwreck Riders, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 

DANCE 

Beaux: "BroMance: A NightOutforthe Fellas," 

9 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: "Bondage A Go Go," w/ DJs Damon, Tomas 
Diablo, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $5-$10. 
Club X: "Electro Pop Rocks: EPR-UV," 9 p.m., $15-$20. 
Elbe Room: "Bodyshock," w/ Plack Blague, Scott 
Arford, DJsCrackwhore& BIk Rainbow, 9 p.m., $7. 
EndUp: "Tainted Techno Trance," 10 p.m. 
F8: "Housepitality," Avatism, 9 p.m., $5 -$10. 
Infusion Lounge: "Indulgence," 10 p.m. 
Lookout: "What?," w/ DJ Tisdale, 7 p.m., free. 
Madrono Art Ban "Rockthe Spot," 9 p.m., free. 
MatrixFillmore: "Reload," w/ DJ Big Bad Bruce, 

10 p.m., free. 

Q Ban "Booty Call," w/ Juanita More, Joshua J, 
guests, 9 p.m., $3. 



THURSDAY 23 



ROCK 

Amnesia: "Mods v. Rockers," w/Warm Soda, Big 
Tits, The Seasides, 9 p.m., $5. 
Boom Boom Room:Them Guns, Warm Orange, 
9:30 p.m., $5advance. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Eyehategod, Graves at 

Sea, Hazzard'sCure, Bedrucken, 9 p.m., $20-$24. 

Chapel: Wooden Shjips, Carlton Melton, Golden 

Void,9p.m.,$14-$16. 

Independent: Superhumanoids, SisterCrayon, 

James Supercave, 8 p.m., $12-$14. 

Knockout: Life Stinks, Victor Vapor, Shark Toys, 

Gangrene Gang, 9 p.m., $6. 

Make-Out Room: POW!, Warm White, Mane, 

7:30 p.m., $8. 

Milk Ban The Grandpa Paws, Vinyl Spectrum, We Are 
the Men, The Hudson Heat, 8 p.m., $6-$8. 
Red Devil Lounge: Roadside Memorial, Inferno of 
Joy, Altarde Fey, 8 p.m., $7-$10. 
Slim'S: Stick Men, Grex, 8 p.m., $23. 

DANCE 

1015 Folsom: Nosaj Thing, Prefuse 73, FaltyDL, Ruff 

Draft, DJ Dials, Benito, Bdot, 10 p.m., $17.50. 

Abbey Tavern: DJ Schrobi-Girl, 10 p.m., free. 

Audio Discotech: Overwerk, Andy P, Shawn Steel, 

9:30 p.m., $10advance. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: "Tubesteak Connection," 

w/DJ BusStationJohn,9p.m.,$5-$7. 

The Cafe: "jPan Dulce!," 9 p.m., $5. 

Cellan "XO," w/ DJs Astro & Rose, 10 p.m., $5. 

Club X: "TheCrib," 9:30 p.m., $10, 18 + . 

Elbe Room: "Afrolicious," w/ DJs Pleasuremaker, 

SehorOz, and live guests, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. 

Harlot: "Set," w/ Mario Basanov, Tyrel Williams, 

Larry Gonnello Jr., 9 p.m., $10advance. 

Infusion Lounge: "I Love Thursdays," 10 p.m., $10. 

Madrono Art Ban "Night Fever," 9 p.m., $5. 

Raven: "1999," w/ VJ MarkAndrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Rickshaw Stop: " Popscene," w/ Betty Who, 

Holychild, DJsAaron Axelsen &Omar, 9:30 p.m., 

$13-$15. 

Underground SF: "Bubble," 10 p.m., free. 
Vessel: "Base," w/ Adriatique, JOill, 10 p.m. 



HIP-HOP 



Eastside West: "Throwback Thursdays," w/ DJ 
Madison, 9 p.m., free. 

Public Works: "Free," w/ Antwon, $u$pect. Sad 
Andy, 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 
Skylark Ban "Peaches," w/ lady DJs DeeAndroid, 
Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 
10 p.m., free. 



JAZZ 

Blush! Wine Ban Doug Martin's Avatar Ensemble, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Royal Cuckoo: Charlie Siebert& Chris Siebert, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: Savanna Jazz Jam with Eddy 

Ramirez, 7:30 p.m., $5. 

Top of the Mark: Stompy Jones, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: Airto Moreira & Eyedentity, 

8p.m.,$22-$24. 

Zingari: Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free. 



FRIDAY 24 



ROCK 

50 Mason Social House: Bigleaf, Glowing Cat Eyes, 
Whirl, Luminous Newts, 9 p.m., $10. 
Bottom of the Hill: Drenge, Happy Diving, The 



Started-lts,9:30p.m.,$10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: The Strypes, 9 p.m., $12. 

DNA Lounge: Blood on the Dance Floor, Haley 

Rose, Davey Suicide, Awoken Shadows, Kat Haus, 

rescheduled from Dec. 19, 2013, 7 p.m., $17-$20; 

One of Many, The Trims, Oranguhtango, The Skinny 

Guns, 8:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

Hemlock Tavern: Useless Eaters, Scraper, 

Generation Loss, 9 p.m., $6. 

Slim'S: Dent May, Jack Name, Chris Cohen, 9 p.m., 

$12. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): Dot 

Punto, The Kaizoku, Creature Baby, 8 p.m., $8. 

DANCE 

1015 Folsom: Passion Pit (DJ set), Vin Sol, 
Afrolicious Soundsystem, Jamie Jams, White Mike, 
Jays One, DJ Drome, 10 p.m., $20 advance. 
Audio Discotech: Eric Volta, 9:30 p.m., $10 
advance. 



BeatBox: "U-Haul," w/ DJs China G & Chelsea Starr, 
10p.m.,$5-$10. 

Cafe Flore: "Kinky Beats," DJ Sergio, 10 p.m., free. 
The Cafe: "Boy Bar," w/ DJ MattConsola, 9 p.m., $5. 
Cat Club: "DarkShadows," w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, 
MeltingGirl, Owen, and Keyz, 9:30 p.m., $7 ($3 
before 10 p.m.). 

Cellan "F.T.S.: Forthe Story," 10 p.m. 
Elbe Room: "120 Minutes," w/ DJ Nate, Santa 
Muerte, ChaunceyCC, 10 p.m., $10-$15. 
EndUp: "Fever," 10 p.m., free before midnight. 
Grand Nightclub: "We Rock Fridays," 9:30 p.m. 
Independent: Ryan Hemsworth, Space Ghost, DJ 
Dials, 9 p.m., $15-$17. 

Infusion Lounge: "Escape Fridays," 10 p.m., $20. 

Lookout: "HYSL," 9 p.m., $3. 

Madrono Art Ban " I the '90s," w/ DJs Samala, Teo, 

Mr. Grant, &Sonny Phono, 9 p.m., $5. 

Manor West: "Fortune Fridays," 10 p.m., free. 

Mighty: "Throwback: '90s House Night," w/ Ren the 

Vinyl Archaeologist, Andrew Phelan, Tyrel Williams, 



DJ Taj, Jayvi Velasco, 9 p.m., free before midnight. 
Milk Ban "Disorder: 1-YearAnniversary," w/ Inhalt, 
Vows (L. A.), High-Functioning Flesh, DJsNickie& 
Omar, 9 p.m., $7. 

OMG: "Release," 9 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 
Project One: KiloWatts, Plantrae, Bedrockk, Duffrey, 
10p.m.,$10-$20. 

Public Works: "Heart Phoenix: Higher," 
w/ Francesca Lombardo, Christian Martin, Josh 
Vincent, Vitamindevo, Gravity, Shooey, DJ Dane, 
Layne Loomis, AM Rebel, 9 p.m., $12-$20. 
Q Ban 456 Castro, San Francisco. "Pump: Worq 
It Out Fridays," w/ resident DJ Christopher B, 
9p.m., $3. 

Ruby Skyo: Bassjackers, 9 p.m., $25 advance. 
S.F. Eagle:"CubTrap,"8p.m. 
Temple: "Refresh," w/ David Gregory, Papa Lu, John 
Halohan, Quinn Jerome, more, 10 p.m., $15. 
Underground SF: "Bionic," 10 p.m., $5. 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 22 » 



m MEZZANINE 

444 JESSIE STREET 

SATJANUARY 25.7PM 

BEATS FOR BOOBS 



THUIANUARY30.8:30PIVI 
Girls n Boomboxes, NanosauR 



FRI JANUARY 31- 9PM 

TEED DJ SET 

Totally Enormous Extinct Dinosaurs 



I 



1 



SAT FEBRUARY 1- 9PM 

GOLDROOMi 



I 




WED FEBRUARY 5- 8:30PM 

SKRILLEX 



I 



02.t SCUBA + DJ HELL 

02.ti FUTURE FRIDAYS TWRK 

02. C BLOWUP POOLSIDEDJSET 

02.0 SKETCHFEST PRINCESS 

02.1 DIRTYBIRDPIAYERS 

02.1 OASIS PARTY 

02.2 HOUSE OF MEZZANINE 
02.2 NOISE POP COM TRUISE 
03.0 JBOOG 

03. C FOURTET 

03.2 REBIRTH BRASS BAND 
SNEAKY SOUND SYSTEM 

MEZZANINESF.COM I 4)5.625.8880 I 21 + 




THURSDAY, JAN. 23, 2014 

- THRU - 

SUNDAY, JAN. 26, 2014 



4 



I ) BUY, SELL OR TRADE |> j 

f' USED AND VINTAGE GEAR ^ 

JTAR CENTER WILL EVALUATE YOUR GEAR AN D^MAKE OFFERS ON QUALIFYING JTEMS 



SELL YOUR GEAR AND GET PAID CASH* ON 



p:}^^ THE SPOT OR TRADE YOUR GEAR AND 



ifiCETIS%tFF: 

'% i I - A SINGLE NEW ITEM /I ; i 

i' t k U^ fA WHEN YOU APPLY YOUR TRADE CREDIT j 

ily v i m ' — ^ 

' #. ^ Guitar Center San Francisco Guitar Center i 



Center 



1645 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco 
(415) 409-0350 

^ ' Guitar Center Emeryville 

5925 Shellmound St., Emeryville a ^ 
(510) 559-1055 I 

Guitar Center San Mateo ^ 

53 West Hillsdale Blvd., San Mateo 
(650) 312-8270 



Guitar Center Concord 

1280 Willow Pass Rd., Concord 
(925)363-7770 



Guitar Center Gilroy 

6910 Chestnut St., Gilroy 
(408)848-2583 V 



Guitar Center San Jose 

3677 Stevens Creek Blvd., 
Santa Clara V '^-M 

(408)249-0455 ^ 7^'^ 



For more locations, visit guitarcenter.com 



"Payouts are given in cash up to $500. Payout transactions over $500 will be paid out by check. 
**15% off a single-item purchase (up to a $500 discount) with qualifying trade-in on the same trans- 
action. Excludes used and vintage gear. See a sales associate for details. Some restrictions apply. 
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FRI1.24 



TEMPLE PRESENTS 

REFRESH 

WITH DAVID 



I SUN 1,26 



SAT 1.25 



# TEMPLE AND LIFE SF PRESENTS 
LIFE FT. FESTIVA 













A PONYO DANIELLA REMEMBRANCE BENEFIT 


TUE1.28 


^ 1 

W" PEOPLE. 


PAINTING PARTT 




FOR VIP, BACHELOREHES OR ANY PO st/templersvp 
LARGE GROUP PLEASE E-MAIL: Bj^B 

FOR VIP BOHLE SERVICE PLEASE EMAIL: 

RSVP HERE FOR COMPLIMENTARY ENTRY TO TEMPLE ▲ 



PRO 



SFMOMA and SFJAZZ copresent 

Artist Talk^ 



Photos: Drew Altizer 

San Francisco Media Company is tine official media spofl! 

JAN FRANCISCO MEDIA (0^ 




Chris Johanson, Mike Mills, and Katerina Seda 

Monday, January 27, 2014, 7 p.m. ^ ) 

SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin Street, San Francisco 



Hear the behind-the-scenes story about three ^ 
artists' explorations of social life in Silicon Valley 
for the SFMOMA exhibition Project Los Altos. 



LIVE 



Learn more at sfmoma.org/live3 
#SFMOMAIive 



LIVE 
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Vessel: " Project X," w/ Matth & Feldy, Beau Kelly, 
10p.m.,$10-$30. 

Wish: "Bridge the Gap," w/ DJ Don Kainoa, 6-10 p.m., 
free. 

SOUL 

Edinburgh Castle: "Soul Crush," w/ DJ Serious 
Leisure, 10 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: "Sissy Strut," w/The Handsome 

Young Men, 10 p.m., $3-$5. 

Yoshi's San Francisco:TheSpinners, 8& 10 p.m., 

$29-$65. 



SATURDAY 25 



ROCK 



Bender's: Fracas, P.R.O.B.L.E.M.S., Nihilist Cunt, 
10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: Owl Paws, James Riotto, Cave 

Clove, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Mondo Drag, Wax 

Children, Yogurt Brain, 9 p.m., $7. 

Chapel: !!!, Fine Steps, 9 p.m., $20-$22. 

Hemlock Tavern: Hot Lunch, Once & Future Band, 

Planes of Satori, 9 p.m., $7. 

Hotel Utah: NewSpell, Dregas, Natalie John, 9 p.m., 

$10-$15. 

Knockout: "Shine On," w/ Soft Science, Silver 
Shadows, Dissolve, UFOFBI, 9 p.m. 
Milk Ban Before the Brave, Show Ponies, Grow& 
Twine, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 

Rickshaw Stop: Mutual Benefit, Dan Casey, Dim 
Peaks, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 
Sub-Mission Art Space: Hello Monster, Lightthe 
Rocket, The Boys After, more, 8 p.m., $8. 

DANCE 

Audio Discotech: "Modular," w/Subb-an, Super Flu, 
Chemical Ali, Pedro Arbulu, MFYRS, 9:30 p.m., 
$10-$25. 

BeatBox: "Bearracuda," w/ DJs P-Play& Robert 
Jeffrey, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 
Cafe Flore: "Bistrotheque," w/DJ Ken Vulsion, 
8 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: "Villainy: The Dance Club with a Dark 
Side," DJ Tomas Diablo, more, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. 
DNA Lounge: "BootieS.F.,"w/A-FD, DJSurda, DJ 
Dada, Smash-Up Derby, Lucio K, Keith Kraft, more, 
9p.m.,$10-$15. 

EndUp: Shangri-La, 10 p.m., $15-$20 . 
Infusion Lounge: "Set, "10 p.m., $20. 
Madrono Art Ban "Blunted Funk," w/ resident DJs 
Sneak-E Pete &Chilipino, 9 p.m., $5. 
Mezzanine: Beats for Boobs: 10-Year Anniversary, 
7p.m.,$35-$100. 




365 Club® 

1025 COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT, SAN FRANCISCO 
(415) 474-0365/ WWW.BIMB0S365CLUB.COM 



FRI. JAN. 24 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $25 • 2i & up 

PRIDE & JOY 



SAT. JAN. 25 •DOORS 8 /SHOW 9 
$22 ADV. / $25 DAY OF SHOW . 2i & up 

THE ENGLISH BEAT 

RUSTY ZINN & HIS BAND 



SAT. FEB. 1 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $22 • 21 & up 

SUPER DIAMOND 

STUNG 



FIH. & SAT. FEB. 14 & 15 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • S2S • 21 1 UP 

TAINTED LOVE 

+2/14:200 STATION +2/15: PETTY THEFT 

COMING 2/22: WE WERE PROMISED JETPACKS 
2/28: MUSTACHE HARBOR 
3/1: MARTIN SEXTON 



FOOD SERVICE AVAILABLE AT ALL SHOWS • 2 DRINK MIN. 
GENERAL ADMISSION. UMITED SEATING. TlX AVAILABLE AT THE CLUB 
IVH^/10AM4PM. . TICKETS OI^INE: WWW.BIMB0S365CLUB.COM 



BIMBO'S IS AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND PRIVATE PARTIES! 415-474-0365 EXT. 18 



Migllty: "The Road Back," w/ Stanton Warriors, 
10 p.m., $15advance. 

Monarcli: "Lights Down Low," w/ Benoit & Sergio, 
CooperSaver, Richie Panic, 10 p.m., $20-$25. 
Public Works: "As You Like It," w/ RobagWruhme, 
Andhim, Session Victim, more, 9 p.m., $15-$25. 
Ruby Skye: Cash Cash, Paris Blohm, 9 p.m., $20 . 
Slim'S: Planet Booty, Midtown Social, FogDub, 
DJ EDa Boss, 9 p.m., $13. 
Stud: "Dark Room: 3-YearAnniversary," w/ Darienne 
Lake, Lady Bear, The Lady Hyde, Porcelain, 
Phatima, more, 9:30 p.m., $8-$10. 
Temple: "Life," w/ Festiva, Tigran, Halloran, King 
SizeSlap, Mario Dubbz, more, 10 p.m., $20. 
Vessel: Chris Garcia, DJ Nile, 10 p.m., $10-$30. 



SUNDAY 26 



ROCK 

Amnesia: Cowboy Ballet, Kelly McFarling, Spurs, 
9p.m.,$7-$10. 

Bottom of the Hill: Red City Radio, Elway, Direct Hit!, 
8p.m., $12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Spindrift, San Francisco 
Raga Association, Cosmonauts, Cool Ghouls, DJ 
Jodie Artichoke, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 
The Chapel: !!!, G. Green, 8 p.m., $20-$22. 
Hemlock Tavern: Get Dead, The Shell Corporation, 
Payoff, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

Thee Parkside:SilverSnakes, Griever, Children of 
God, Culture Abuse, 8 p.m., $10. 

DANCE 

Beaux: "Full of Grace: AWeekly House Music 

Playground," 9 p.m., free. 

Cellar: "Replay Sundays," 9 p.m., free. 

Edge: "'80s at8," w/ DJ MC2,8p.m. 

Elbe Room:"Dub Mission," w/ El Kool Kyle, DJ Sep, 

Vinnie Esparza, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

EndUp: "T.Dance," 6a.m. -6 p.m.; "Sunday 

Sessions," 8 p.m. 

Knockout: "Sweater Funk," 10 p.m., free. 
Lookout: "Jock," Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 
MatrixFillmore: "Bounce," w/ DJ Just, 10 p.m.. 
QBar: "Gigante," 8p.m.,free. 
S.F. Eagle: "1982: We Can Dance If We Want To," 
w/ DJs Ben Holder&Chaka Quan, 7 p.m., $5. 
Stud: "Cognitive Dissonance," 6 p.m. 
Temple: "Sunset Arcade," 9 p.m., $10. 



MONDAY 27 



ROCK 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Emily Kinney, Megan 
Keely, The Octobers, 7:30 p.m., $12-$40. 
El RiO:Down Dirty Shake, Lady Stardust, Open Bar, 
7 p.m., $5. 

Elbe Room: "Americalia," w/ Mark Mates, 9 p.m. $7. 
Knockout:TheShape, Rad Cloud, Rachel&The 
Rats, Dave&Sabina,9p.m.,$8. 

DANCE 

DNA Lounge: "Death Guild," with DJs Decay, Joe 
Radio, MeltingGirl, &guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 
QBar: "Wanted," 9 p.m., free. 
Underground SF: "Vienetta Discotheque," w/ DJs 
Stanley Frank and Robert Jeffrey, 10 p.m., free. 



TUESDAY 28 



ROCK 

Chapel: Black Cobra Vipers, Sandy's, Melvoy, 
8p.m., $12. 

Elbe Room: WaxChildren, Void Boys, Niveles, 
Disappearing People, 9 p.m., $7. 
Hemlock Tavern: Spooky Flowers, Sunhaze, 
8:30 p.m., $5. 

Hotel Utah: Fever Fever, 8 p.m., $8-$10. 
Knockout: Ultra Bide, Street Eaters, Baus, DJ Jesse 
Luscious, 9:30 p.m., $8. 

DANCE 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: "High Fantasy," w/ DJ Viv, 

Myles Cooper, & guests, 10 p.m., $2. 

Independent: Robert DeLong, Mystery Skulls, 

Aaron Axelsen, 8 p.m., $15. 

Monarch: "Soundpieces," 10 p.m., free-$10. 

Q Bar: "Switch," DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: "Shelter," 10 p.m., free. 

Wish: "Tight," w/ resident DJs Michael May& Lito, 

8 p.m., free.sFBG 
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MICHAEL 
SHOWALTER 

COURTESY OF 
SFSKETCHFEST 



A comedian cursed 

Michael Showalter defends dinner, under duress 



BY EMMA SILVERS 

esilvers@sfbg.com 

THEATER For those of us who've been 
following Michael Showalter since he 
was but a flop-haired 20-something 
on MTV's The State — where he gave 
us, among other absurdist treasures, 
Doug, a rebellious teenager whose cool 
dad gave him frustratingly little to 
rebel against — there is no Showalter 
project too silly, too cranky, too 
obscure to love. Whether it was Stella, 
Michael and Michael Have Issues, or, 
say the training montage from Wet 
Hot American Summer that burrowed 
its way weirdly into your heart, there's 
something about the comedian that's 
eminently endearingly watchable. 

Ahead of his appearances Jan. 31 
and Feb. 1 at SF Sketchfest, we caught 
up with Showalter as he took a break 
in the writers' room of the Rebel 
Wilson TV show Super Fun Night (he's 
a producer) to talk cats, comedy, and 
what makes him feel like a loser. 

San Francisco Bay Guardian You have 
several projects going on right now, but 
the first thing I need to ask about is a 
male-centric cat ownership guidebook you 
published last October: Guys Can Be Cat 
Ladies Too. How many cats do you have? 
Michael Showalter Right now I'm liv- 
ing in LA, and we have four indoor 
cats here. And then at our place in 
Brooklyn, there's a small posse of cats 
that live in my backyard, that are 
now being taken care of by the peo- 
ple subletting our place. At any given 
moment there are between three and 
six cats back there... so using the law 
of averages, I'll say I have seven. 

SFBG Why did the world need a hook 
about how to he a male cat lady? 
MS Basically, I really took to heart 
the saying "Write what you know." 
I looked around me and said "What 
do you know?" As I was saying that 
I probably had two cats on my lap. 
My next book is going to be about 
drinking coffee. 

SFBG Since it's premiering at Sundance 
this week, what can you tell us about 
They Came Together (in theaters Jan. 
24), the Paul Rudd-Amy Poehler rom- 
com you made with your usual partner- 
in-crime David Wain? Do you think it 
will appease the hordes of Wet Hot 
American Summer fans who are 



hungry for a sequel — or prequel, as 
has been discussed? 
MS I'd say it's a parody/homage to the 
romantic comedies of the '80s and 
'90s that myself and David Wain sort 
of grew up on and loved. It's a com- 
bination send-up/love letter, based in 
New York. Obviously it's got a great 
cast... and yeah, it's very similar in a 
lot of ways [to Wet Hot]. It has a lot 
of the same sensibility to it, the refer- 
ence points, the sense of humor. 

SFBG Because I have to ask anyway: Is 
there still a Wet Hot prequel in the works? 
MS Yeah. We're figuring it out. But 
I've been instructed by David Wain 
not to talk about it, because we want 
it to be shrouded in mystery. Like 
the new Star Wars movie. 

SFBG Fair. Shall we talk about your 
podcast with Michael Ian Black? How 
is that kind of writing different from 
screenwriting or, say, cat books? 
MS Topics! Topics is actually all 
improvised. Basically the two of us 
are in character as two guys who 
take themselves very seriously and 
think very highly of their own opin- 
ions. The main thing with Topics is 
we try not to tell jokes — we're just 
being these characters who are real- 
ly, really serious about what they're 
talking about, but they don't actual- 
ly know anything. We just start out 
with a topic and we improvise for 
half an hour. [Ed. note — December 
brought us such topics as ''Regret," 
''The Middle East," and "Paranormal 
Activity." It's excellent] 

SFBG There are some of us for whom 
The State is still the gold standard in 
sketch comedy. Do you think it would 
work on TV right now? There hasn't 
really been anything like it since. 
MS You know, I think we were very 
much a product of 
our generation. 
It was Kids in 
the Hall and 
The State and 
the Upright 
Citizens 

Brigade. . . and I ^^^^^k. 

think at that 
time. 




sketch comedy was still a kind 
of theatrical thing, it hadn't yet 
become so video-based. I don't know 
if sketch in that traditional sense is 
still as viable. But I'm sure another 
great sketch show will come along, 
figure out the next thing. 

SFBG ^5 for Sketchfest— of the 
events you're scheduled to perform in, 
I'm most excited about the Uptown 
Showdown debate on breakfast vs. din- 
ner. Can you say what side you're on? 
MS (Sighs deeply.) OK, which do you 
think will win, should win? 

SFBG I would say breakfast, hands down. 
MS Yeah. So 1 am on dinner. I did not 
choose to be on dinner; dinner was 
given to me. Here's the thing: This 
will be my fourth time competing in 
Uptown Showdown. The first time 
was cats vs. dogs. I was on cats, and 
we lost to dogs. The second time was 
Christmas vs. Hanukkah. I was on 
Christmas, and we lost to Hanukkah. 
The third time, last year, we did the 
'80s vs. the '90s, and I was on the '80s, 
and we lost to the '90s. So this year — 
dinner vs. breakfast — I already know 
I'm going to lose, and I'm livid about it. 

I'm not even joking. I could 
read you my emails back and forth 
with [the organizers] where they're 
asking me to do this and I'm saying 
I don't like it — here, I'll pull it up. 
I wrote, 'T'm sick and tired of losing 
at this." I'm not being facetious. It's 
making me feel bad about myself. 
Like a loser. It really pisses me off. 

SFBG How did this happen, exactly? 
Who gets to choose? 
MS Here, let me find this email. . . 
"David Wain prefers that his team 
defend breakfast as the superior 
meal." Sure. What's the point? I 
know we'll lose. I have the Uptown 
Showdown curse. 



SFBG You sound pretty defeatist 
about this. Are you even going to 
prepare? 

MS Oh, yeah. I mean, don't 
get me wrong. When it's game 
time, I'll come to do battle, sfbg 



UPTOWN SHOWDOWN: BREAKFAST VS. DINNER 

Sat/1, 10pm, $30 

Marines Memorial Theatre 
609 Sutter, SF 
www.sfsketchfest.com 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
2350 Market St. 
(a 15) 282-8000 

streetlightrecords.com 

Same re&trlctiona may apply 



RECORDS 



GET TICKETS AT yoshis.com 




SAN FRANCISCO 



Wed, Jan 22 

The world's greatest ABBA show 
back by popular demand! 



Oakland 



Wed, Jan 22 - CD Release with very special guests 

TONY SAUNDERS 



THE MUSIC OF ABBA 



Thu, Jan 23 - Legendary 
Brazilian percussionist/drummer 

AIRTO MOREIRA 
& EYEDENTITY 



Fri-Sat, Jan 24-25 

Classic soul hit-makers of Motown and 
Atlantic records 

THE SPINNERS 



Sun, Jan 26 

Bossa Nova, Tropicalia, Batucadas guitarist & singer 

PEDRO SA MORAES 



Thu-Fri, Jan 23-24 

RAHSAAN 
PATTERSON 




Sat, Jan 25 

Actor, Comedian & the Weasel 

PAULY SHORE 



Mon, Jan 27 

SF Sketchfest Presents: 

VVHEELSOF^^^^ 

Tue, Jan 28 

CHRISTIAN PEPIN 

A Tour of Latin America 

Wed, Jan 29 

Refreshing mix of international musicians and traditions 

FREDDY CLARKE &W0BBLYW0I1LD 



Thu, Jan 30 

Male voice of modern Fado mixing Bossa Nova, Jazz & more 

MTpNIP ZAMBUJO 

Fri, Jan 31 - R&B and Soul Singer/Songwriter/Producer 

ERIC ROBERSON 

plus Algebra Blessett 

Sat, Feb 1 - SF Sketchfest Presents: 

THE GIRLS 

w/ Alison Brie, Cyrina Fiallo and Julianna Guill 

Sun, Feb 2 

CALVIN KEYS 



f f f 1 a Sun, Jan 26 

' '■ " Classic soul hit-makers of Motown 
and Atlantic records 

THE SPINNERS 



Mon, Jan 27 - The two sax sensation 

RIC ALEXANDER 



Tue, Jan 28 - Guitar goddess 

CAROLYN WONDERLAND 



Wed, Jan 29 - Acid-jazz/fusion-rock 

CHIELIMINUCCIS SPECIAL [FX 



Mon, Feb 3 - Blues, jazz & Latin torch songs 



TARA LINDA Ai THE 



Wed, Feb 5 - Internationally acclaimed singer/pianist 

CAROL WELSMAN 



Thu, Feb 6 - Former guitarist of UFO 

MICHAEL SCHENKER 

Opening act: Gundriver 



1330 FILLMORE ST. 415-655-5600 510 EMBARCADERO WEST 510-238-9200 



VIP Membership Club for Yoshi's SF + Oakland • Details at www.yoshis.com/vip 



©For tickets & current show info: 
YOSHIS.COM /415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200 (JibstK 
All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. T 
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THE CHAPEL 

WED. JAN. 22 - $12 - DOORS 7, SHOW 8 
(((folk YEAH!))) PRESENTS: JANUARY 2014 RESIDENCY 

BLACK COBRA VIPERS 

YESWAY / ANNIE GIRL AND THE FLIGHT 
THU. JAN. 23 - $ 1 4 ADV / $ 1 6 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9 
(((folk YEAH!))) PRESENTS 

WOODEN SH JIPS 

CARLTON MELTON / GOLDEN VOID 

SAT. JAN. 25 - $22 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9 - ADVANCE TIX SOLD OUT! 
(((folk YEAH!))) PRESENTS 

!!! 

fine'steps 

SUN. JAN. 26 - $20 ADV / $22 DOOR - DOORS 7, SHOW 8 
(((folk YEAH!))) PRESENTS 

!!! 

G. GREEN 

TUE. JAN. 28 - $ 1 2 - DOORS 7, SHOW 8 
(((folk YEAH!))) PRESENTS: JANUARY 2014 RESIDENCY 

BLACK COBRA VIPERS 

SANDY^S / MELVOY 

WED. JAN. 29 - FREE IN THE CHAPEL BAR - 2 SETS! 9 85 10:30 

RALPH CARNEY'S SERIOUS JASS PROJECT 

FRI. JAN. 3 1 - $ 1 5 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9 
(((folk YEAH!))) PRESENTS 

THE AUTUMN DEFENSE 

JOHNATHAN RICE / SPRINGTIME CARNIVORE 
SAT. FEB. 1 - $ 1 4 ADV / $ 1 6 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9 
(((folk YEAH!))) PRESENTS 

SHANNON 85 THE CLAMS 



THECHAPELSF.COM 

777 VALENCIA ST. SAN FRANCISCO 
ALL AGES! TICKETFLY.COM 




www.slimspresents.com 

333 nth St. btwn. Folsom & Harrison San Francisco 415/522-0333 



WED. JAN. 22 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 

mm GIANT PANDA 
GUERILLA DUB SQUAD 

SIMPKIN PROJECT -THE EXPANDERS 



THURS. MN. 23 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • S23 ADV. / $25 DOOR 

TONY LEVIN, PAT MASTELOTTO 

(OF KING CRIMSON) & MARKUS REUTER 
GREX 



FRI. JAN. 24 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $12 ADV. / $12 DOOR 
nifiiiiiili; jilj:lil:i|.IIJ^mi (((folkYEAH!))) presents 

■BHii DENT MAY 
CHRIS COHEN. JACK name 



SAT. JAN. 25 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $13 ADV. / $13 DOOR 

PLANET BOOTY 
MIDTOWN SOCIAL 

FOC DUB • DJ E DA BOSS 



TMURS. MN. 30 • DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 • S14 ADV. / S16 DOOR 

BASIC VACATION 
GENTLEMEN HALL 

STRANGE VINE 



FRI. MN. 31 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • SIO ADV. / SIO DOOR 
THE BRUISES (FAREWELL SHOW) 

THE HOT TODDIES 



[ HmERICRD 

in nsicHBLL 



www.slimspresents.com 

9 O'Farrell St. btwn. Polk & Larkin San Francisco 415/885-0750 



FRI. JAN. 24 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $25 ADV. / $25 DOOR 

DAVE ALVIN mm 

A SPECIAL ACOUSTIC SHOW WITH 

NINA GERBER AND CHRISTY MCWILSON 



SAT. JAN. 25 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $10 ADV. / $10 DOOR 

KIWI TIME 

SENTINEL •SUNRUNNERS 



FRI. JAN. 31 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $21 ADV. / $21 DOOR 

ROYAL SOUTHERN BROTHERHOOD 

FEATURING CYRIL NEVILLE, 
DEVON ALLMAN, MIKE ZITO, 
CHARLIE WOOTON & YONRICO SCOTT 

JIMMY LESLIE & THE FLOW 



SAT. FEB. 1 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $16 ADV / $16 DOOR 



HAUNTED SUMMER 

ASH REITER 



THURS. FEB. 6 • DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 • $16 ADV / $16 DOOR 

KACEY JOHANSING 
MARA HRUBY 
EMILY MOULDY 

SPARKBOX (MEGAN KEELY & KELLY McPARLING) 



FRI. FEB. 7 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $15 ADV / $15 DOOR 
SHELBY ASH presents 

HILLBILLY ROBOT: AN URBAN 
AMERICANA MUSIC EVENT 

FEATURING 

FRONT COUNTRY 
LAURIE LEWIS & THE RIGHT HANDS 

THE TRESPASSERS 



All ages always! Great food! Great music! Paid Parking: For Slim's at Costco / For GAMH at AMC1000 Theater Garage. 
Dinner tickets witli reserved seating available at all shows. Limited Seating. Box offices open 10:30am - 6pm Mon. thru 
Fri. & show nights. ($1 service charge) Tickets on-line www.slimspresents.com. 
For tickets by fax info, call 415/255-0333 (Slim's)/ 415/885-0750 (GAMH) • Phone orders at 1-888-233-0449. BiAlwin- 
Tickets for both clubs available at both box offices. All ticket sales are final-no exchanges/refunds. Limited access/seating for disabled ^ 
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PORO OYNA SHARES A HEROIC TALE FROM A DISAPPEARING 
CULTURE IN NORTHERN JAPAN, photos bytakahiro kohara 




In light and shadow 

Spiritual redemption and hard truths nningle in the West Coast prenniere of 'Poro Oyna' 



BY ROBERT AVILA 

arts@sfbg.com 

THEATER Last week's performance 
of the shadow play Pom Oyna: The 
Myth of the Aynu, at Fort Mason's 
Southside Theater, began with a 
blessing in disguise. 

As members of the cast and 
of the Aynu community gathered 
onstage ahead of the performance, 
four Aynu men in black shirts and 
traditional headbands and neck- 
laces prepared to sing and dance. 
As the elder of the four explained, 
shadow master Larry Reed, founder 
and longtime artistic director of 
Shadowlight Productions, had asked 
if the Aynu folks in attendance 
could offer a short blessing to start 
things off. 

'T didn't have a chance to tell 
Larry, we don't do blessings," con- 
fessed the man. "But we welcome 
people. And this is one of our most 
sacred dance stories; it's about fami- 
ly," he explained, adding that, with 
it, "we welcome you to our part of 
the world." 

So began a rare, gently moving, 
and altogether charming encoun- 
ter three years in the making. 
Co -produced by Shadowlight and 
Tokyo -based shadow theater compa- 
ny Urotsutenoyako Bayangans, Poro 
Oyna: The Myth of the Aynu brought 
together traditional Aynu artists 
and musicians with masters of the 
shadow theater form in the US and 
Japan to share a mythological world 
at once distinctive and not so far 
from our own. 

Adapted by OKI and Koyano 
Tetsuro, and directed by Larry Reed 
(the Bay Area's master of a unique 
and potently cinematic style of 
modern shadow theater), the Aynu 
creation myth came to life on a 
stage and screen populated by a 
revolving and enrapturing set of 



images and figures. Some were 
drawn, some were embodied by 
actors in masks, some walked out 
before the screen onto the darkened 
lip of the stage, like living, breath- 
ing, three-dimensional shadows. 
And just as the imagery contained a 
surprising set of rich hues amid its 
black-and-white scheme, the English 
narration came generously colored 
with snatches of Japanese and Aynu. 

Heavy in the mix was a trans- 
porting score created by a wonder- 
ful pairing of masterful musicians. 
Accomplished musician and record- 
ing artist OKI (who, in addition to 
adapting the story, also oversaw the 
art direction) provided live accom- 
paniment on a pair of tonkori, the 
traditional plucked stringed instru- 
ment of the Aynu people, as well as 
offering the first springing, playful 
tones of the night on a mukkuri (a 
wooden mouth harp). Meanwhile, 
in entrancing, syncopated rhythms, 
the four members of the female 
vocal group Marewrew channeled 
the traditional Aynu musical form 
of upopo. 

The Aynu (also spelled Ainu) are 
a small community of people living 
in Hokaiddo, Japan's northern and 
second largest island. Indigenous to 
this area of northern Japan as well 
as to nearby Russia, the Aynu have 
a culture that stretches back more 
than 3,000 years. Having faced 
centuries of oppression, including 
forced assimilation, their culture 
remains little known even inside 
Japan, and their language (which 
has no written form) is at risk of dis- 
appearing entirely, with fewer than 
15 native speakers left alive. 

A large proportion of these were 
on hand in the creation and deliv- 
ery of Poro Oyna. The title, which 
means "the great story," refers to 
the hero's journey of Aynu Rakkur, 
the most powerful of all the gods. 



He is also a god who "smells like a 
human being," born (as we see in 
the opening scene) from the incen- 
diary coupling of his father, the 
god of thunder, and his mother, a 
great elm tree. Indeed, Aynu Rakkur 
is considered the progenitor of the 
human race. 

In ensemble member 
Kawamura Koheisai's impressive 
Balinese-inspired shadow designs, 
Aynu Rakkur's shadow self is a 
black and white portrait of grace 
and resolve, a noble profile pro- 
truding from a finely drawn lat- 
ticework of hair. He's tough, goes 
his own way, and has a sly sense of 
humor. He lives beside Kaikaiunt, 
a sacred lake and the source of all 
life. One day a growling, cockeyed 
monster with a fearsome under bite 
and an unpronounceable name 
(rattled off in a long string of Aynu 
sibilants actually delighting to the 
ear) steals the Sun Goddess and 
plunges the world into darkness 
and a perpetual sleep from which 
many humans never awake. 

As other lesser gods try and fail 
to wrest the sun from the clutches 
of the monster, Aynu Rakkur bides 
his time, doggedly carving away at 
something that turns out to be "a 
bear for a flat screen TV." Finally 
taking umbrage at finding his front 
door pinned down with arrows and 
spears, he seeks out the monster and 
the two of them tumble deep down 
into the Underworld, where they 
battle for some six years. 

The happy ending might have 
been expected, but it came, under 
the circumstances, with what felt 
too like an auspicious beginning. 

"The people come back, the sun 
returns," rejoices the narrator, "our 
sacred power is getting stronger 
every day." sfbg 

www. shadowlightaynuproject. org 
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ARTS + CULTURE DANCE 



Vanishing point 



Dance Brigade's 
Hemorrhage takes on 
SF's identity crisis 



BY RITA FELCIANO 

arts@sfbg.com 

DANCE Sitting at her large desk over- 
looking the intersection of Mission 
and 24th Street, Krissy Keefer speaks 
eloquently and movingly about the 
genesis of Hemorrhage: An Ablution 
of Hope and Despair, the latest work 
for her 10 -woman Dance Brigade 
Company. 

Keefer is a dancer-choreogra- 
pher-activist who has always enthu- 
siastically plowed into the morass of 
the social, environmental, and polit- 
ical concerns of the day. Her works 
are issue- oriented, theatrically savvy, 
and entertaining, not least because 
of her sense of humor. Keefer may be 
deadly serious about her art, but she 
doesn't take herself all that seriously. 

But on a recent Saturday after- 
noon, as her crew prepared the main 
theater for a rehearsal of Hemorrhage, 
you couldn't help but notice a note 
of fatigue, even despair, in her pas- 
sionate takedown of the types of 
disasters that drain us of our human- 
ity with ever-increasing frequency. 

Keefer admits to being a news 
junkie. She has her ear to the 
ground, not just locally; she's in tune 
with Midwest farmers who can't 
plant crops because of the drought, 
multi-millionaire Chinese who leave 
their fellow citizens behind, and 
the survivors of Fukushima and 
Hurricane Sandy. Where are they, 
she wonders, how do people survive? 
''If you pay attention, you live with 
hope and despair. You obsess with 
hope, but what you feel underneath 
is actually despair. If you are not 
feeling some kind of despair, you are 
not paying attention." 

But couldn't the increased flood 
of disaster information be the result 
of our sensationalist 24/7 news 
cycle? She doesn't think so, believ- 
ing instead that violent upheavals 
have actually become more frequent: 
''What we have done to 



the environment, [for instance] , is 
completely despairing." Included in 
her indictment are not only the gov- 
ernmental, corporate, and financial 
forces that act out of self-interest, but 
also a progressive movement that she 
believes has not acted strongly and 
decisively enough. 

But Keefer 's major preoccupation 
at the moment is what she calls the 
"the corporate monsters — the last 
robber barons," who are destroying 
a culture she has helped build. She 
lives and works in the Mission, and 
raised her daughter there. In the 
last 12 years. Dance Mission Theater 
has become a community institu- 
tion, offering classes for adults and 
children, and providing affordable 
rehearsal and performance space. 
These days, when she looks through 
her office window and sees all those 
Silicon Valley-bound buses swarming 
past, she wants to pull out her hair. 

"I feel very protective of the 
culture that we have created in San 
Francisco. You put layer upon layer 
on it, from the longshoremen, the 
Beat poets, the Black Panthers, the 
hippies, the gay and lesbian solidar- 
ity movement, feminism, the immi- 
grant communities. It's like layers 
of cheesecloth that you lay down, 
and this is the culture that came 
out of it. I participated in that, I am 
dedicated to it, and I am devastated 
by its being pulled apart." Mincing 
no words, she adds, "It's one of the 
cultures that keeps our country from 
sliding into fascism." 

So Keefer is stepping into the 
trenches as she always has done: as 
an artist. Walking into the theater, 
you realize this is the messiest set she 
(with Kate Boyd) has ever created. It's 
one big junk pile, taking over half 
the theater and filling the bleachers 
from top to bottom. It makes you 
think of the outskirts of Mumbai 
and Manila, where thousands of 
people try to eke 



a living from whatever they can 
salvage. Where did Dance Brigade 
get the wheel drums, broken crock 
pots, fans, at least one bathtub, lace 
curtains, suitcases, Christmas tree 
ornaments, and enough body parts 
to reassemble several automobiles? 

"We went to a wrecking yard," 
Keefer laughs. "They deliver." 

Thinking of herself and her 
dancers as having been exiled 
from their city, as so many people 
have recently been, she envisioned 
Hemorrhage as a work about having 
to live on the edges. "Women always 
are more vulnerable during catastro- 
phes," she says, "because they take 
care of the children." 

For the script, she drew on 
her own writing but also that of 
fellow San Franciscans Rebecca 
Solnit (Hollow City: The Siege of San 
Francisco and the Crisis of American 
Urbanism) and performer-activist 
Guillermo Gomez-Pena, shaping it 
as a running monologue — a rant, a 
poem, a meditation, a political man- 
ifesto — that runs through the piece 
and ties it together. 

And what do her nine women 
performers, most of whom have been 
part of Dance Brigade for close to 20 
years, contribute? They sing, they 
shout, they play the drums, they 
dance; fiercely, proudly, unstoppably, 
full of hope, and full of despair, sfbg 

HEMORRHAGE: AN ABLUTION OF HOPE 
AND DESPAIR 

Through Feb. 8 

Opens Fri/24, 8pnn; Thu-Sat, Sprm (Feb 8, 
shows at 4 and 7pm); Sun, 6pnn, $20-$25 
Dance Mission Theater 
3316 24th St, SF 
www.dancemission.com 

STANDING STRONG: 

THE WOMEN OF DANCE BRIGADE 

PHOTO BY MILYTRABING 





"TlteBMtC(we(ti| Clittit ittTlte USA!" 



SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 



TUESDAY 1/21 ■ THURSDAY 1/23 

LIVE CD RECORDING! 

KRIS TINKLE 

CAITLIN GILL, JULIAN VANCE 



JANUARY 23 ■ FEBRUARY 9 

13TH ANNUAL 
SF SKETCHFEST! 

GO TO PUNCHLINEC0MEDYCLUB.COM FOR MORE INFO! 




WEDNESDAY 2/12- SATURDAY 2/ IS 
AS SEEN ON COMEDY CENTRAL PRESENTS! 

DWAYNE PERKINS 




WEDNESDAY 2/19- SATURDAY 2/22 
FROM JOHN OLIVER'S NEW YORK STAND-UP SHOW! 

SHENG WANG 



JANUARY 23 -FEBRUARY 9 | 

13TH ANNUAL I 

SF SKETCHFEST! I 

Go to cobbscomedy.com for more info! 1 

FRIDAY2/14- SUNDAY 2/16 ~ 

TOM PAPA 

From Tbe Come to Papa Podcast! 1 

FRIDAY 2/21 -SUNDAY 2/23 ~ 

DEON COLE I 

From Conan& Peon Cole's Black Box! i 

THURSDAY 2/27 -SATURDAY 3/1 | 

DAVID ALAN GRIErI 

From In LJving Color and Peoples! L 




ticketmaster.com q\1 

Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subjec 
to change without notice. All tickets are subject to 
applicable service charges. Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 



MUSIC - COCKTAILS - POOL 

slate 



WED 1/22 

SPECIAL BLEND 

WHERE HIP HOP MEETS REGGAE 
THU 1/23 

DANCE KARAOKE 

WITH DJ PURPLE 
FR1 1/24 

I ROCK THE HOUSE 

WITH DJ MIKEY D, RACHA 
AND THOMAS YOUNG 
(TOP 40, HIP HOP, ELECTRO, OLD SCHOO^^ 

SAT 1/25 

SO FRESH! 

THE FRESHEST 80'S & 90'S 
OLD SCHOOL HIP HOP 

TUE1/28 

TACO TUESDAYS 



)0J^ 

I 



Chappy hours\ 

, TUE - SAT 
\ 5-9PM / 





WEDNESDAY 1/22 AT 7:30PN. $5 

UFOFBI (SWEDEN) 

WHITE RAINBOW (LA) 
DIRTY BOUNCE DJS LLYOD CARGO & KK 



THURSDAY 1/23 AT 7:30PN. $5 

POW * WARN WHITE * NAME 



FRIDAY 1/24 AT 6PN. FREE! 

ROCK N' ROLL WORKSHOP 

W/DJS STEPHEN 
JODIE ARTICHOKE & MEDIUM RARE 



FOLLOWING AT 10PN. $5 

LOOSE JOINTS 

DJ TOM THUMP/DAMON BELL/CENTIPEDE 
FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/LATIN/AFRO-BEAT 



SATURDAY 1/25 AT 7:30PN. FREE! 

ROCKFIGHT! 

W/ DJ FOODCOURT & PA LS 
FOLLOWING AT 10PN, $5 

EL SUPERRITNO! 

W/ ROGER MAS Y EL KOOL KYLE 
CUMBIA/DANCEHALL/SALSA/HiPHOP 



SUNDAY 1/26 7:30PN. $8 

KELLEY STOLTZ 

JAMES FINCH. JR. • CALLS 



MONDAY 1/27 7PN. FREE! 

POP LIFE, THE ZERO-CALORIE QUIZ! 

W/ YOUR HOST AGENT J 
FOLLOWING AT 9:30PN, FREE! 

KARAOKE SUNDOWN MONDAYS 

W/ KJ ROGER NINER! 



TUESDAY 1/28 AT 9:30PN. FREE! 

LOST & FOUND 
DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 

DJS LUCKY. PRIMO & FRIENDS 



WEDNESDAY 1/29 AT 7:30PN, $10 

THE RONANE EVENT 

JULES POSNER • MATT GUBSER 
RAJEEV DHAR • CAMERON VANNINI 
JOEY DEVINE • PACO ROMANE 
NICOLE CALASICH 



FOLLOWING AT 10PN. NO COVER! 

INTl FREAKOUT A GO-GO! 

DJ SPECIAL LORD B. BEN BRACKEN + BOBBY GANUSH 
60S-70S/ASIA/AFRICA/S.ANERICA/INDIA/EUR0PE 



THURSDAY 1/30 AT 9:30PM. FREE! FREE! FREE! 

WEB OF SOUND! 

W/ DJ JACKIE SUGARLUNPS 



FRIDAY 1/31 AT 7:30PM. FREE! 
ALCOHOLOCAUST PRESENTS 

WE ARE THE NEN 



FOLLOWING AT 10PM. $5 

LOOSE JOINTS 

DJ TOM THUMP/DAMON BELL/CENTIPEDE 
FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/LATIN/AFRO-BEAT 



3225 22ndST.@NISSI0NSF(A94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutroom.(om 
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THE HONEV HIVE 




honeyhivecollective.com 
Facebook I nstag ram 




U BODYSHOCK: 

2 A NIGHT OF BELGIAN NEW BEAT & EBM 

M PERFORMING LIVE: 

PLACK BLAGUE (NE) 
AND SCOTT ARFORD 

(TOTAL ACCOMPLISHMENT) 
PLUS RESIDENT DJS 

CRACKWHORE & BLK RArNBOW 



|THU 



AFRO-TROPI-ELECTRIC-SAMBA-FUNK 

AFROLICIOUS 



^30PM WITH D1S/H0S1S 

!S:io PLEASUREMAKER 
$8AFTER .SENOROZ 

I PLUS RESIDENT PERCUSSIONISTS 



FRI 



120 MINUTES 

10PM DJ NATE (DA TRACK GENIUSKCHICAGO) 

$10-$15 RESIDENT DJS 

^^°^^^S4NTAIVIU3RTE 
& CHAUNCEY CC 

LASERS & FOG BY FUTURE WEAPONS 
ADV Tlx TICKET FLY.COIVI 



MURRAY HILL & ORIGINAL PLUMBING PRESENT 
THE FIRST ANNUAL SF 

MR. TRANSMAN 2014 ; 
FTM COMPETITION 
HOSTED BY MURRAY HILL ' 
PLUS FREE PLAY DANCE CREW 
AND DJ BOYFRIEND 




1/26 
9PIVI 
FREE 
BEFORE 
9:30PIVI 

$6 
AFTER 


DUB MISSION 

PRESENTS THE BEST IN DUB, 
ROOTS & DANCEHALL WITH 

DJ SEP, VINNIE ESPARZA 

(GROOVE MERCHANT/AMOEBA) 

AND SPECIAL GUEST EL KOOL KYLE 
(EL SUPERRITMO/REGGAE VS CUMBIA) 




NEW WEIRD WEST PRESENTS 

AMERICALIA 

AN EXPLOSION OF NEW SOUND BY MEMBERS OF 

OS BEACHES, SHIMMERING LEAVES, 
KILLBOSSA 

PLUS DJ CAVEMAN & THE FOSSILS 


1/28 
[ 9PIVI 
$7 


ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 

WAX CHILDREN, 
VOID BOYS, NIVELES 

(MEMBERS OF MONDO DRAG) AND 

DISAPPEARING PEOPLE 


1/29 
9PIVI 
$7 


ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 

LEE GALLAGHER 

& THE HALLELUJAH 
DOWN & OUTLAWS 

THE LOVE DIMENSION, SPIRAL ELECTRIC 




THU 1/30 
FRI 1/31 
SAT 2/1 
1 SUN 2/2 


AFROLICIOUS 
NVO/ SLAYER'S CLUB DJS 
SATURDAY NIGHT SOUL PARTY 
DUB MISSION: DJ SEP, SILVERBACK 




ADVANCE TICKETS 1 
WWW.BR0WNPAPERTICKETS.COM | 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 1 
647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 



BAY- GUARDIAN 



FULL BAR 7 DAYS • Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY* SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 



JAYKE ORVIS & THE BROKEN BAND 

THE PINE BOX BOYS 
JAMES HUNNICUn 

DINO S LUIGIAND PRIME TOURING PRESENTS: ^ 

2ND ANNUAL ROCKOUTMH YOUR CHALK OUT (AHERNOON SHOW) 

THE MELVINATOR ^ 

TRAVIS HAYES @ 

UNI AND HER UKULELE ^ 
THE BLUE BEAR BAND 

DINO S LUIGIAND PRIME TOURING PRESENTS: 

2NDANNUALR0CK0UTmTHY0URCHALK0UT(NIGHTSH0W) 

CHUCK RAGAN 

MAnSKIBA A 
UKE-HUNT ^ 




GRIEVER 
GHOST PARADE 
CULTURE ABUSE 



1/31 - JAPANTHERJELF DEFENSE FAMILY, CREATIVE ADULT 

theeparkside.com 
1600 17th Street -415-252-1330 




KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 6PM 



1/22 ''WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS" 

$5 PER AND WHISKEY SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG 



1/24 DJ'S BIG DWAYNE & AJ 

SPIN SOUL/ROCKSTEADY 
9PM • FREE 



1/25 ALCOHOLACAUST PRESENTS: 

FRACAS (OAK.) 
P.R.O.B.L.E.M.S. 
NIHILIST CUNT (pdx) 

10PM ONLY $5 



1/26 ''SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT" 

$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA 
$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES 
$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON 
$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 



1/27 ''MOJITO MONDAYS" 

$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 
ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 
TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 



1/28 'TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED TUESDAYS 

$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA WITH A CAN OF TECATE 



BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH ^415.824.1800 
^ MON-THU 4PIVI-2AIVI ^ FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM^ 
^ WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM ^ 



ARTS + CULTURE STAGE LISTINGS 




DAVID SINAKO AND PONDER GODDARD CHOW DOWN IN CUTTING BALIS NEW TAKE ON ALFRED JARRY'S UBU ROI. 

PHOTO BY SARAH ROLAND 



Stage listings are compiled by Guardian staff. 
Performance times may change; call venues 
to confirm. Reviewers are Robert Avila, Rita 
Felciano, and Nicole Gluckstern. Submit items 
forthe listings at listings@sfbg.com. 



THEATER 



125. Previews Sat/25, 8pm. Opens Sun/26, 
7pm. RunsTue and Thu-Sat, 8pm; Wed, 7pm; 
Sun, 2pm. Through Feb 16. Mikhail Baryshnikov 
returnsto Berkeley Repto star in a play based 
on a pairof Anton Chekhov's short stories, "Man 
in a Case" and "About Love." Obie-winning Big 
Dance Theater stages the high-tech adaptation. 



OPENING 

Hemorrhage: An Ablution of Hope and 
Despair Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St, 
SF; www.dancemission.com. $20-25. Opens 
Fri/24, 8pm. RunsThu-Sat, 8pm (Feb 8, shows 
at4 and 7pm); Sun, 6pm. Through Feb 8. Dance 
Brigade presents this "dance installation atthe 
intersection of the new San Francisco and world 
politics." 

Lovebirds Marsh San Francisco Studio, 1062 
Valencia, SF; www.themarsh.org. $15-50. 
PreviewsThu/23-Fri/24, 8pm. Opens Sat/25, 
8:30pm. RunsThu-Fri, 8pm; Sat, 8:30pm. 
Through March 15. Theater artist and comedian 
Marga Gomez presentsthe world premiere of her 
10th soloshow, described as "a rollickingtale of 
incurable romantics." 

"SF Sketchfest: The San Francisco Sketch 
Comedy Festival" Various venues, SF; www. 
sfsketchfest.com. Prices vary. Jan 23-Feb 9. 
This year's 13th Sketchfest features over 200 
shows in more than 20 venues, featuring both 
big-nametalents (Alan Arkin, Tenacious D, 
Laura Dern and the cast of Enlightened, Maya 
Rudolph, etc.) and up-and-comers, plustributes 
to films, theatrical and musical events, improv 
showcases, and more. Much, much, much 
more. 

Ubu Roi Exit on Taylor, 277 Taylor, SF; www. 
cuttingball.com. $10-50. Previews Fri/24- 
Sat/25, 8pm; Sun/26, 5pm. Opens Jan 30, 
7:30pm (gala opening Jan 31, 8pm). RunsThu, 
7:30pm; Fri-Sat, 8pm (alsoSat, 2pm); Sun, 
5pm. Through Feb 23. Cutting Ball Theater 
performsAlfred Jarry's avant-garde parody of 
Shakespeare's Macbeth, presented in a new 
translation by Cutting Ball artistic director Rob 
Melrose. 

BAY AREA 

Geezer Marsh Berkeley, 2120Allston, Berk; 
www.themarsh.org. $25-50. OpensThu/23, 
8pm. RunsThu, 8pm; Sat, 5pm. Through March 
1. Geoff Hoyle moves his hit comedy about aging 
to the East Bay. 

The Grapes of Wrath Hillbarn Theatre, 1285 
E. Hillsdale, Foster City; www.hillbartheatre.org. 
$23-38. Opens Fri/24, 8pm. Runs Fri-Sat, 8pm; 
Sun, 2pm. Through Feb 9. Hillbarn Theatre 
continues its 73rd season with Frank Galati's 
adaptation of John Steinbeck's classic American 
novel. 

Man in a Case Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 
2015 Addison, Berk; www.berkeleyrep.org. $45- 



ONGOING 



Foodies! The Musical Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, SF; www.foodiesthemusical.com. 
$32-34. Fri-Sat, 8pm. Open-ended. AWAT 
Productions presents Morris Bobrow's musical 
comedy revue all aboutfood. 
Jerusalem San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
SF; www.sfplayhouse.org. $20-100. Previews 
Wed/22/-Thu/23, 7pm; Fri/24, 8pm. Opens 
Sat/25, 8pm. RunsTue-Thu, 7pm; Fri-Sat, 8pm 
(also Sat, 3pm); Feb 2, 9, 16, 2pm. Through 
March 8. SF Playhouse performs the West Coast 
premiere of Jez Butterworth's Tony- and Olivier- 
winingepic. 

Major Barbara ACT's Geary Theater, 415 Geary, 
SF; www.act-sf.org. $20-140. Tue-Sat, 8pm 
(also Wed/22 and Jan 29, 2pm); Sun, 2pm. 
Through Feb 2. American Conservatory Theater 
performs a new production of George Bernard 
Shaw's political comedy. 
Noises Off Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, SF; 
www.sheltontheater.org. $38. Thu-Sat, 8pm. 
Through Feb 8. Shelton Theater presents 
Michael Frayn's outrageous backstage comedy. 
Pardon My Invasion PhoenixTheatre, 414 
Mason, SF; pardonmyinvasion.brownpapertick- 
ets.com. $15-30. Thu-Sat, 8pm; Sun/26 and 
Feb 2, 2pm. Through Feb 8. A pulp fiction writ- 
er's characters come to life in this dark comedy 
by Joy Cutler. 

The Paris Letter New Conservatory Theater 
Center, 25 Van Ness, SF; www.nctcsf.org. $25- 
45. Wed-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm. Through Feb 23. 
New Conservatory Theatre Center performs Jon 
Robin Baitz'staleof aWall Street powerhouse 
desperately tryingto keep hissexual identity a 
secret. 

The Pornographer's Daughter Z Below, 470 
Florida, SF; www.zspace.org. $32. Opens 
Wed/22, 8pm. RunsThu-Sat, 8pm (also Sat, 
10:30pm); Sun, 5pm. Through Feb 16. Liberty 
Bradford Mitchell, daughterof Artie Mitchell 
(half of porn's infamous Mitchell Brothers, he 
wasshotand killed by brother Jim in 1991), 
performs her solo show about "growing up on the 
fringes of an X-rated world." 
Shit & Champagne Rebel, 1772 Market, SF; 
shitandchampagne.eventbrite.com. $25. Fri- 
Sat, 8pm. Through Feb 8. D'Arcy Drollinger (Sex 
and the City Live) performs "a whitesploitation 
comedy with dance." 

The Speakeasy Undisclosed location (ticket 
buyers receive a text with directions), SF; www. 
thespeakeasysf.com. $60-90 (add-ons: casino 
chips, $5; dance lessons, $10). Thu-Sat, 7:40, 



7:50, and 8pm admittance times. Through 
March 15. BoxcarTheatre presents Nick A. 
Olivero's re-creation of a Prohibition-era saloon, 
resulting in an "immersive theatrical experience 
involving more than 35 actors, singers, and 
musicians." 

Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind 

Boxcar Playhouse, 505 Natoma, SF; www.sfneo- 
futurists.com. $11-16. Fri-Sat, 9pm. Through 
Jan 31. Thirty plays in 60 minutes, with a show 
that varies each night, as performed by the Neo- 
Futurists. 

The World's Funniest Bubble Show Marsh San 
Francisco, 1062 Valencia, SF; www.themarsh. 
org. $8-11. Sun, 11am. Through March 9. The 
popular, kid-friendly show by Louis Pearl (aka 
"The Amazing Bubble Man") returnsto the Marsh. 

BAY AREA 

Can You Dig It? Back Down East 14th — 
the 60s and Beyond Marsh Berkeley, 2120 
Allston, Berk; www.themarsh.org. $20-35. Sat, 
8:30pm; Sun, 7pm. Through Feb 2. Don Reed's 
new show offers more stories from his colorful 
upbringingin EastOakland inthe 1960sand 
'70s. More hilariousand heartfelt depictions of 
his exceptional parents, independent siblings, 
and his mostly African American but ethnically 
mixed working-class community — punctuated 
with period pop, Motown, and funk classics, to 
which Reed shimmies and spins with effortless 
grace. And of course there's more too of the 
expert physical comedy and charm that made 
long-running hits of Reed's last two solo shows. 
East 14th and The Kipling Hotel (both 
launched, like this newest, atthe Marsh). Can 
You Dig It? reaches, forthe most part, into 
the "early" earlyyears, Reed'sgrammar-school 
days, before the events depicted in East 14th 
or Kipling Hotel cameto pass. But in nearly 
two hours of material, not all of it of equal value 
or impact, there's inevitably some overlap and 
indeed some recycling. Note: review from an 
earlier run of the show. (Avila) 
Sherlock Holmes: The Broken Mirror 
Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant, Berk; www. 
brownpapertickets.com. $20-28. Thu-Sat, 
8pm; Sun, 3pm. Through Jan 26. Jeff Garrett 
portrays all the characters (Sherlock, Watson, 
Mrs. Hudson, Moriarty...) in this adaptation of 
William Gillette's Holmes play. 
Silent Sky TheatreWorks, Mountain View Center 
forthe Performing Arts, 500 Castro, Mtn View; 
www.theatreworks.org. $19-73. Tue-Wed, 
7:30pm; Thu-Sat, 8pm (also Sat, 2pm); Sun 2 
and 7pm. Through Feb 9. Lauren Gunderson's 
drama exploresthe life of groundbreaking early 
20th century astronomer Henrietta Leavitt. 
Tristan & Yseult Berkeley Rep's Roda Theatre, 
2025 Addison, Berk; www.berkeleyrep.org. 
$17.50-81. Wed/15, 7pm; Thu/16-Sat/18, 
8pm (alsoThu/16, 2pm). Kneehigh presents 
an innovative take on the ancient love-triangle 
tale. SFBG 
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MWAS (JOSEPH WAIRIMU, CENTER) 
AND FRIENDS LIVE ON THE EDGE 
m NAIROBI HALF LIFE. 





Archetypal tales, vibrant 
cinematic voices reign at 
the African Filnn Festival 

BY CHERYL EDDY 

cheryl@sfbg.com 

FILM This week, the African Film 
Festival National Traveling Series 
touches down at the Pacific Film 
Archive, bearing seven features and 
a number of shorts. The only film 
to have previous local distribution is 
Andrew Dosunmu's Mother of George, 
about a Nigerian couple living in 
Brooklyn whose marriage is tested 
when the wife — played by Walking 
Dead badass Danai Gurira; her hus- 
band is Jim Jarmusch muse Isaach De 
Bankole — fails to become pregnant 
with the son her in-laws demand. 
The gorgeous photography earned 
Bradford Young (who also lensed 
AM Them Bodies Saints) a cinema- 
tography prize at last year's Sundance 
Film Festival, and, appealing cast 
aside, his work is the main reason to 
catch George on the big screen. 

The strongest film in the festival 
is the one that closes it: David Tosh 
Gitonga's crime drama Nairobi Half 
Life, submitted by Kenya as its first 
Best Foreign Language Film contend- 
er last year. Though it didn't make 
the Oscar shortlist (frankly, it was 
a tough year for foreign films, with 
Amour claiming all major accolades), 
it's easy to see why it made the cut. 
It's the not-unfamiliar tale of a rural 
dreamer named Mwas (the charismat- 
ic Joseph Wairimu) who sets out to 



pursue an acting career in the big city 
(''where the devil lives," according to 
his mother). His improv skills are on 
point, but he is completely gullible, 
which makes him a prime target as 
soon as he arrives in "Nairobbery." 

Urban life offers many hard les- 
sons, whether it's Mwas finding his 
place in the gang he joins as a means 
of survival, or overcoming the 
snooty dismissals of the professional 
actors he enounters at theatrical 
auditions. In both realms, he gets in 
over his head, but he's a quick think- 
er and a talented hustler, which gives 
him an edge his opponents tend to 
underestimate. If Nairobi Half Life's 
script leans a little heavily on Mwas 
being caught between two worlds 
(alternate title suggestion: Nairobi 
Double Life), its energy is infectious 
and its presentation is polished 
— props to producer Tom Twyker 
(1998's Run Lola Run, 2012's Cloud 
Atlas), whose One Fine Day Film 
Workshop guided its making. 

Director Lonesome Solo's more 
rough-hewn and downbeat Burn It Up 
Djassa also weaves a tale of despera- 
tion that culminates in violence, this 
time in Abidjan, the Ivory Coast's 
largest metropolis. Again, there's a 
conflicted young man at its center: 
Tony, or ''Dabagaou" (as he's known 
in the 'hood), whose rise from cig- 
arette seller to killer on the run is 
shared via a streetwise narrator who 
lays down story beats like a hip-hop 
version of Shakespeare; his scenes are 
the most cinematic amid what feels 
like an otherwise largely improvised 
effort. And indeed. Burn It Up Djassa 




ACADEMY AWARD NOMINEE 

BEST COSTUME DESIGN • MICHAEL O'CONNOR 



"ONE OF THE BEST PICTURES OF THE YEAR!" 

Kenneth Turan, LOS ANGELES TIMES Todd McCarthy, HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 
Manohla Dargis, THE NEW YORK TIMES 



THE INVISIBLE WOMAN 

R BASED ON THE BOOK BY CLAIRE TOMALIN vvww sonyclassics com 

. \T writtenbyABI MORGAN DIRECTED BY RALPH FIENNES §onyjictur^^^^^ 




builds to a tragedy of Bardian pro- 
portions. You'll see it coming, but it's 
wrenching nonetheless. 

Death is the main character 
in Alain Gomis' Dakar-set Tey, or 
''today," which takes place in a world 
that resembles ours but with one key 
supernatural difference: Those who 
are about to die are given 24 -hour 
advance notice. One morning, seem- 
ingly healthy fortysomething Satche 
wakes up with the grim knowledge 
that this is his last day. By the same 
mysterious power, those closest to 
him — his family, friends, a bitter for- 
mer lover, and his wife (though not, it 
seems, his young children) — are also 
made aware. Though there's a certain 
amount of wailing from his older rel- 
atives, Satche accepts his fate, drifting 
through a day that begins with a sort 
of living funeral, in which both praise 
and criticism are lobbed at him, and 
leads into a raucous street parade and 
hang time with friends. 

As the day grows longer, it turns 
more melancholy; he visits the man 
who'll be preparing his corpse for 
burial, who reminds Satche he's lucky 
to know when his time is up so he has 
a chance to say his good-byes. But Tey 
isn't a total bummer of a movie — it 
has a dreamy quality and moments of 
humor, as when Satche shows up late 
to a ceremony held in his honor, but 
can't find anything to eat or drink at 
the completely pillaged catering table. 
That this dead man walking is played 



by American slam poet Saul Williams 
(though Satche is Senegalese) adds to 
his inherent outsider vibe. The ticking 
clock breaks down any forced polite- 
ness in his encounters, particularly 
with his wife, which gives us an idea 
of what he like was before he knew he 
was about to die. 

End-of-life issues also domi- 
nate Akosua Adoma Owusu's Kwaku 
Ananse, one of three films composing 
"Between Cultures: Recent African 
Shorts" (the other two, Taisal Goes 
West and the Quvenzhane Wallis- 
starring Boneshaker, were not available 
for preview; among the features, 
Damien Ounouri's documentary 
Tida'i, a portrait of his Algerian free- 
dom-fighting great uncle, was also 
unfortunately unavailable). Kwaku 
Ananse casts the West African trick- 
ster character, Anansi (Americans 
know him from classic children's 
book Anansi the Spider: A Tale from the 
Ashanti), as its main character's recent- 
ly deceased father. The young woman 
has come to his Ghanan village for his 
funeral, and to confront the second 
family he was keeping on the side. 
The 25 -minute work slowly becomes 
more fairy tale-like as it progresses, 
anchored by a solemn but fiery perfor- 
mance by lovely star Jojo Abot. 

Elsewhere in the fest, a mocku- 
mentary from Cameroon (banned 
in Cameroon, not coincidentally) 
about what would happen if the 
president suddenly disappeared (Le 
President) is paired with short Nigerian 
doc Puelling Poverty; both examine 
deep-seated corruption in troubled, 
post-colonial economies. And for a 



completely different audience (ages 7 
and up) is Remi Bezan^on and Jean- 
Christophe Lie's Zarafa, the animated 
story of a young boy who escapes slav- 
ery in Africa and becomes enmeshed 
in the remarkable, mostly true story 
of the first giraffe to take up residence 
in France, sfbg 

AFRICAN FILM FESTIVAL 2014 

Jan. 25-Feb. 26, $5.50-$9.50 
Pacific Film Archive 
2575 Bancroft, Berk. 
bampfa.berkeley.edu 



Global 
tension 

NoirCity 12 widens its 
focus — but it still ain't 
afraid of the dark 



BY DENNIS HARVEY 

arts@sfbg.com 

FILM Though its definition has been 
stretched hither and yon to accom- 
modate films that might appeal to 
the same retro-minded audience, 
film noir is a well you can go to only 
so many times before risking excess 
repetition or bottom-scraping. So 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 28 » 




#MonumentsMen 
MonumentsMenMovie.c 



CDLUMBIAf^ 

picturesULj 



VIEW THE TRAILER WWW.THEINVISIBLEW0MANFILM.COM 



DIRTY HARRY 

Friday • January 31, 8pm (Doors open 7pm) 

Clint Eastwood takes on all manners of evil in the city by the 
bay. With criminals at the point of his .44 Magnum, "YbuVe got 
to ask yourself a question: *do 1 feel lucky?' Well, do ya...Punk?!" 

Movie Classics feature 35mm film prints, a newsreel, cartoon, previews, Dec-O-Win 
raffle, and a live Wurlitzer organ serenade! 


Clint 

Eastwood 

Dirty 

Harry 


Admission ONLY ^5 •ticketmaster.com or 800-745-3000 
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DINE 
ABOUT 

TOWN13 



JANUARY 15-31 2014 



TH 



$36.95 3-Course Dinner 



Make reservations now 

www.pent h ousesf .co m 




SAN FRANCISCO 



PEhTTHgjSE 



& Restaurant 



412 Broadway I North Beach I 415.391.2800 @Penthouse_SF #PenthouseSF 



FILM FESTIVAL 



GLOBAL TENSION 

CONT» 



it's good news that the latest annual 
edition of SF-bred Noir City at the 
Castro Theatre — kicking off Fri/24 — 
expands its programming to the sep- 
arate-but-equal terrain of 1940s and 
'50s crime melodramas made outside 
the genre's traditional home. Dubbed 
"It's a Bitter Little World/' Noir City 
12 has a smattering of Hollywood 
titleS; but otherwise for the first time 
ranges far afield, hauling in tough 
dramas from places like England, 
Argentina, Germany and Japan. 

The somber post-war mood that 
spurred noir cinema was, in the US, 
fomented largely by the trauma and 
disillusionment suffered by both 
returning vets and those they came 
back to. But in many other nations, 
the damage was more than personal 
and psychological — people returned 
to cities reduced to rubble after 
years of fighting, surviving residents 
already accustomed to extreme depri- 
vation. Plus, former allies and enemy 
combatants alike were now regarded 
with suspicion as they lingered at 
the war's end to oversee "reconstruc- 
tion," the language and cultural gaps 
and unfamiliar new lines of author- 
ity in turn breeding new avenues of 
corruption and resistance. 

Two films most directly deal- 
ing with that atmosphere are 
double-billed Mon/27. Made in 
1946 (though it wasn't released in 
some parts of divided, occupied 
Germany until some time later). 
The Murderers Are Among Us was the 
first of the "triimmerfilm," literally 
"rubble film" — movies portraying 
Germans' struggles with recupera- 
tion and loss in the wake of humili- 
ating defeat, not to mention the rev- 
elations of heinous Nazi war crimes. 
Returning home from a concen- 
tration camp, Susanne (Hildegard 
Knef) finds her Berlin apartment 
already occupied by Hans (Wilhelm 
Borchert), an embittered, alcoholic 
physician who no longer practices. 

Forced to uneasily cohabit, they 
try to re-establish some semblance 
of ordinary life, though that effort 
is imperiled when former military 
doctor Hans discovers the superior 
officer he'd thought dead is in fact 
alive, well, and prospering — suffer- 
ing no consequences at all for order- 
ing the massacre of a hundred Polish 
civilians, including women and chil- 
dren. (Purportedly, occupying Soviet 
authorities insisted on changing the 
film's intended ending, fearing that 
if Hans actually assassinated the 
officer, viewers would be tempted 
toward vigilante justice themselves.) 

Duly shot amid a city in ruins. 
Murderers remains potent stuff, even 



if it soft-pedals certain aspects: For 
instance, concentration camp survivor 
Susanne is as Aryan as can be, the sub- 
ject of a Jewish Holocaust apparently 
still being too touchy to mention. 
Knef (who actually had spent time in 
a prison camp) became an immediate 
star, a refreshingly unconventional 
one who spurned Hollywood offers 
and shrugged off outrage over a nude 
sequence (in 1950's The Sinner) with 
the memorable observation that such 
"tumult" was ridiculous coming "five 
years after Auschwitz!" 

Its 1948 co-feature Berlin Express, 
directed by Jacques Tourneur (of 
1942's Cat People and other horror 
classics) was a Hollywood production 
shot on location in Europe, with a 
multinational cast playing various 
figures traveling on a train from Paris 
to the German capital. When one 
who'd been an important German 
anti-Nazi resistance figure is killed 
en route, lingering wartime animos- 
ities are overcome to solve the crime 
— the tentative friendships among 
them a simple metaphor for the coop- 
eration required among nations to 
rebuild after catastrophic conflict. 

Less politically tilted, but also 
dealing with a devastated, immedi- 
ately-postwar landscape, are Akira 
Kurosawa's first two collaborations 
with dynamic star Toshiro Mifune, 
screening Sun/26. Mifune plays a seri- 
ously ill crook in 1948's Drunken Angel, 
then crosses over to play a no -less- 
edgy junior member of the police 
force in the following year's Stray Dog. 
His protagonist in that film is morti- 
fied when the revolver he's issued is 
stolen on a tram, then used to commit 
a series of crimes. His obsessive pursuit 
of the weapon takes him deep into a 
remarkably seedy makeshift Tokyo of 
shanty towns, prostitution, and black 
markets, everyone flop-sweating amid 
oppressive summer heat. 

Other films examine more ordi- 
nary, already-entrenched corrup- 
tion in post-war power structures: 
Spanish Death of a Cyclist (1955) 
and Norwegian Death is a Caress 
(1949) find members of the social 
elite going to murderous lengths to 
hide their infidelities; two excellent 
British dramas from 1947, It Always 
Rains on Sunday and the Graham 
Greene-derived Brighton Rock, are 
bleak slices of lower-class lives 
driven to crime and desperation; 
florid Mexican melodrama Victims 
of Sin (1951) puts its glamorous her- 
oine (blond Cuban Ninon Sevilla) 
through a mill of sexual hypocrisies 
and hot "African" dance numbers. 

Noir City 12's US titles, aptly, 
focus mostly on international crimi- 
nal and romantic intrigue: Anthony 
Mann's 1949 Border Incident involves 
Mexican immigrant-worker exploita- 
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tion; the ''exotic" settings are billed 
up front in 1947's Singapore (Fred 
MacMurray, Ava Gardner), 1952's 
Macao (Robert Mitchum, Jane Russell), 
and 1942's The Shanghai Gesture (Gene 
Tierney, Victor Mature). The latter 
two films were both directed by Josef 
von Sternberg, though only willfully 
camp Gesture fully recaptured the sen- 
suous aesthetic excesses of his 1930s 
Dietrich vehicles. 

Just one title here is strictly 
ail-American, but it's an import- 
ant one: Too Late for Tears is an 
independently produced 1949 "B" 
potboiler that fell into the public 
domain and has only been seen for 
years in inferior prints. The festival's 
Film Noir Foundation is premiering 
its own painstaking 35mm resto- 
ration of this little gem by subse- 
quent sci-fi specialist Byron Haskin 
(1953's The War of the Worlds, 1964's 
Robinson Crusoe on Mars), wherein 
velvet voiced LA housewife Lizabeth 
Scott discovers a mighty capacity for 
greed, deception, and even murder 
once a bag full of stolen cash acci- 
dentally falls into her hands, sfbg 

NOIR CITY 12 

Jan 24-Feb 2, $10 ("Passport" pass, 
$120) 

Castro Theatre 
429 Castro, SF 
www.noircity.com 



Film listings are edited by Cheryl Eddy. 
Reviewers are Kimberly Chun, Dennis Harvey, 
Lynn Rapoport, Sam Stander, and Sara Maria 
Vizcarrondo. For rep house showtimes, see Rep 
Clock. 

OPENING 

G.B.F. High schooler Brent (Paul lacono) 
decides his path to social success will be estab- 
lished once hecomesout. I mean, duh — he'll 
becomethe pet pickofthe would-be prom 
queens: the girl-with-the-best-hair Fawcett 
(Sasha Pieterse), drama mama Caprice (Xosha 
Roquemore), and Mormon good girl 'Shiey 
(Andrea Bowen), and mad popularity will ensue. 
Alas, wholly unprepared comic-book fan Tanner 
(Michel J. Willet) gets outed first — and the 
battle fortheO.G. G.B.F. (or "gay best friend") 
is on. Working with a fast, sassy, and slangy 
script — and teen comedy vets Natasha Lyonne, 
Rebecca Gayheart, and Jonathan Silverman — 
director Darren Stein (1999's Jawbreaker) has 
already traversed some of this uber-camp terri- 
tory; yes, there's a multiplayersaunter down a 
high school hall and a major makeover montage. 
Butthesnappy, laugh-out-loud dialogue by first- 
time screenwriter George Northy (fresh from the 
OutfestScreenwriting Lab), alongwith some 
high-speed improvising by the cast, makes for 
an effortlessly enjoyable viewing experience. 
(1:38) Metreon. (Chun) 
Gimme Shelter Vanessa Hudgens plays a preg- 
nant, homeless 16-year-old in this based-on- 
true events tale. (1:40) Shattuck. 
I, Frankenstein Cobbled-togethersuperhuman 
Adam Frankenstein (Aaron Eckhart) enters the 
fray when a war between gargoyles and demons 
breaks out. Needless to say this is based on a 
graphic novel (by screenwriter and actor Kevin 
Greviouxof the Underworld series). (1:33) 
The Last Match Yosvani (Milton Garcia) and 
Reinier (Reinier Diaz) are barely adult, unem- 
ployed Havana residents on the margins, each 
livingunderagirlfriend orwife's roof, but more 
properly living underthethumb of that partner's 
parent. While Yosvani has it somewhat easy in 
the household of black marketeer Silvano (Luis 
Alberto Garcia), Reinier has to peddle his body 
to tourists — for a while snagging a good one 
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in visiting Spaniard Juan (Toni Canto) — to get 
by. There's a simmering attraction between the 
two ostensibly heterosexual best friends that 
won't make life any easier — and even when 
talented player Rey gets scouted by soccer pros, 
his potential good fortune could be undone by 
a debt owed to Silvano, who is not to be fooled 
with. This leisurely but compelling drama, a 
Spanish-Cuban co-production by director-cow- 
riter Antonio Hens (2007's Clandestinos) 
mixes a restrained love story (there's some nudi- 
ty but not much hot-guys-making-out titillation 
here) with observation of Cuban social norms re: 
macho vs. "down low" life, money (orthe lackof 
it), and so forth. It's not wildly original in content 
or style, but there's an air of unassuming truth 
that makes the eventual turn toward tragedy feel 
more resonantthan formulaic. (1:34) Opera 
Plaza. (Harvey) 



ONGOING 

Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit Throwback 
Terror Thursday, anyone? If the early Bourne 
entries leapt ahead of then-current surveil- 
lance technology in their paranoia-inducing 
abilityto Find-Replace-Eliminate international 
villains wherever they were in the world, then 
Jack Ryan: Shadow /?ec/'iv/Yflails in the 
opposite direction — toward a nonsensical, 
flag-waving mixture of Cold War and War on 
Terror phobias. So when covert mucky-muck 
Thomas Harper (Kevin Costner) solemnly 
warns that if mild-mannered former Marine and 
secret CIA analyst Jack Ryan stumbles, the US 
is in dangerof ... anotherGreat Depression, 
you just have to blink, Malcolm Gladwell- 
style. Um, didn't we just do that? And is this 
movie out of touch? It doesn't helpthat 



director Kenneth Branagh casts himself as the 
sleek, camp, and illin' Russian baddie Viktor 
Cherevin, who'sstyled like a '90sclubtsar in 
formfitting black clothing with a sheen that 
screams "Can this dance-floorsadist buyyou 
another cosmo?" He's intended to pass for 
something resembling sex — and soul — in 
Shadow Recruit's odd, determinedly clue- 
less universe. That leaves a colorless, blank 
Chris Pinewith thethanklesstaskof rescuing 
whiney physician love Cathy (Keira Knightley) 
from baddie clutches. Pine's no Alec Baldwin, 
lackingthe latter'swit and anger management 
issues, or even Ben Affleck, who has also 
succumbed to blank, beefcake posturingon 
occasion. Let's return this franchise to its box, 
firmly relegated to the shadows. (1:45) Marina, 
Metreon, 1000 Van Ness. (Chun) 
Ride Along Bysheerdintof hisabilityto push 
his verbosity and non-threatening physicality 
into that nerd zone between smartand clue- 
less, intelligent and irritating, Kevin Hart may 
be poised to become Hollywood's new comedy 
MVP. In the case of Ride Along, it helps that 
Ice Cube has comictalents, too — proven in the 
Fjr/c/aymoviesaswell as in 2012's 21 Jump 
Street— asthe straight man who can actually 
scowl and smile atthe same time. Together, 
in Ride /l/ong', they bring the featherweight 
pleasures of Rush Hour-style odd-couple 
chortles. Hart is Ben, a gamergeekand school 
security guard shootingto becomethe most 
wrinkly studentatthe police academy. He 
looks up to hardened, street-smart cop James 
(Cube), brother of his new fiancee, Angela (Tika 
Sumpter). Naturally, instead of simply blessing 
the nuptials, the tough guy decides to haze 
the shut-in, disabusing him of any illusions 
he might have of being his equal. More-than- 
equal talents like Laurence Fishburne and 
John Leguizamo are pretty much wasted here 
— apart from Fishburne's ultra lite impression 
of Matrix man Morpheus — but if you don't 
expect much more than the chuckles eked out 
of Ride Along's commercials, you won't be too 
disappointed by this nontaxingjourney. (1:40) 
Metreon, 1000 Van Ness. (Chun) sfbg 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!* 
Get a whole-home Satellite 
system installed at NO COST 
and programming starting at 
$19.99/mo. FREE HD/DVR 
Upgrade to new callers, SO 
CALL NOW 1-866-982-9562 
(Cal-SCAN) 

AUTOMOBILES 

CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/ 
Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! 
Call For Instant Offer: 1-888- 
420-3808 www.cash4car.com 

(AAN CAN) 

DONATE YOUR CAR - Fast Free 
Towing 24 hr. Response - Tax 
Deduction. UNITED BREAST 
CANCER FOUNDATION. 
Providing Free Mammograms 
& Breast Cancer Info 888-792- 
1675 (Cal-SCAN) 

BUSINESS SERVICES 

DID YOU KNOW 144 million U.S. 
Adults read a Newspaper print 
copy each week? Discover the 
Power of Newspaper Advertis- 
ing. For a free brochure call 
916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN) 
Auto Accident Attorney. IN- 
JURED IN AN AUTO ACCIDENT? 
Call InjuryFone for a free case 
evaluation. Never a cost to you. 
Don't wait, call now. 
1-800-958-5341 (Cal-SCAN) 
Guaranteed Income For Your 
Retirement. Avoid market risk 
& get guaranteed income in 
retirement! CALL for FREE copy 
of our SAFE MONEY GUIDE Plus 
Annuity Quotes from A-Rated 
companies! 800-375-8607 
(Cal-SCAN) 



BUSINESS OPPOR 

SAWMILLS from only $489700- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your 
own bandmill- Cut lumber any 
dimension. In stock ready to 
ship. FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
1-800-578-1363 Ext.SOON 

(Cal-SCAN) 

BE YOUR OWN BOSS! Own a 
Yogurt, Dollar, Mailbox, Party, 
Teen, Clothing, or Fitness Store. 
Worldwide, 100% financing, 
OAC. from $55,900 complete 
turnkey (800)385-2160 
www.drss3.com (Cal-SCAN) 

CAREER AIDS 

EARN $500 A DAY Airbrush 
& Media Makeup Artists For: 
Ads - TV - Film - Fashion. Train & 
Build Portfolio in Iweek. 
Lower Tuition for 2014 
www.AwardMakeupSchool.com 

(AAN CAN) 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here 
- Get trained as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician. Housing 
and Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assis- 
tance. Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-492-3059 
(AAN CAN) 

COMP/INET SERVICES 

DirectTV 2 Year Savings Event! 
Over 140 channels only $29.99 
a month. Only DirecTV gives you 
2 YEARS of savings and a FREE 
Genie upgrade! Call 1-800-291- 

0350 (Cal-SCAN) 

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/ 
mo! BUNDLE & SAVE with AT&T 
Internet-i-Phone-i-TV and get 
a FREE pre-paid Visa Card! 
(selected plans). HURRY, 



CALL NOW! 800-319-3280 

(Cal-SCAN) 

*REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! 
Get an All-Digital Satellite sys- 
tem installed for FREE and pro- 
gramming starting at $24.99/ 
mo. FREE HD/DVR upgrade for 
new callers, SO CALL NOW! 
(877)366-4509 (Cal-SCAN) 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 

STRUGGLING WITH YOUR 
MORTGAGE AND WORRIED 
ABOUT FORECLOSURE? Reduce 
Your Mortgage & Save Money. 
Legal Loan Modification Ser- 
vices. Free Consultation. Call 
Preferred Law 1-800-587-1350 
(Cal-SCAN) 

HANDYMAN 

One call, does it all! Fast and 
Reliable Handyman Services. 
Call ServiceLive and get 
referred to a pro today: Call 
800-958-8267 (Cal-SCAN) 

HAULING 

HAULING 24/7 Remove carpet, 
appliances, sofas, concrete. 
Lg. Truck. BILL 415-441-1054 

HELP WANTED 

12 Pro Drivers needed. Full 
Benefits -i- Top 1% Pay. Recent 
Grads Welcome. 
CDL A Req - 877-258-8782. 
www.ad-drivers.com (Cal-SCAN) 
CDL-A Train and Work for Us! 
Professional, focused CDL train- 
ing available. Choose Company 
Driver, Owner Operator, Lease 
Operator or Lease Trainer. 
(877) 369-7126 www. 
CentralTruckDrivingJobs.com 
(Cal-SCAN) 



DID YOU KNOW Newspaper-gen- 
erated content is so valuable 
it's taken and repeated, con- 
densed, broadcast, tweeted, 
discussed, posted, copied, 
edited, and emailed count- 
less times throughout the day 
by others? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. 
For a free brochure call 
916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN) 
HOTEL SECURITY JOBS - Up to 
$18/ hr. Six day training and 
FREE job placement assistance. 
Many positions available. 
CSI Security - North, 
(415) 391-3596, www.csisecu- 
rity.org. Financial aid available 
Looking for a Fresh Start for 
the New Year? Come work 
with the Largest Green Energy 
Provider in North America. No 
Experience Needed. Training 
provided. Earn up to $19/avg 
(entry level). 

Call San Fran 415-645-6479 
San Bruno 650-238-5404 
PEST CONTROL TECH 
BR II Experience Required, San 
Francisco Route, Top Pay, & 
Benefits. Willing to train with 
similar experience 
Please call 800-244-1176 
Truck Drivers, Obtain 
Class A CDL in 2 weeks. Compa- 
ny Sponsored Training. Also Hi 
ring Recent Truck School. Grad- 
uates, Experienced Driv- 
ers. Must be 21 or Older. Call: 
(866) 275-2349 (Cal-SCAN) 
Numeca USA, Inc. seeks a 
Mechanical Engineer in SF, 
OA. Requires BS in ME -i- 5 yrs 
exp with CFD or MS + 3 yrs 
exp in CFD. Send resume to R. 
Watrous, Numeca USA, Inc., 
1044 Larkin St, SF 94109 



LEGAL NOTICES 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 
Date of Filing Application: 
December 19, 2013. To Whom 
It May Concern: The name of 
the applicant is: SHABU BAR, 
INC. The applicant listed above 
is applying to The Department 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control to 
sell alcoholic beverages at: 219 
KING ST, SAN FRANCISCO, OA 
94107-1754. Type of Licenses 
Applied for: 41 - ON-SALE BEER 
AND WINE - EATING PLACE, Jan. 

8, 15, 22, 2014 

The Annual Report of the Burk 
Chung Foundation, 837 Wash- 
ington Street, San Francisco, 
California 94108 is available 
at the Foundation's office 
for inspection during regular 
business hours. Copies of the 
Annual Report have been fur- 
nished to the Attorney General 
of the State of California. Burk 
Chung, Trustee. Fiscal year 
ended November 30, 2013. 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILED NO. 
A-0355289-00. The following 
is doing business as PIKITOS 
LLC 2336 Mission St. San 
Francisco, OA 94110. The busi- 
ness is conducted by a limited 
liability company. Registrant 
commenced business under 
the above-listed fictitious busi- 
ness name on: 12/09/2013. 
This statement was signed by 
Ditson L. Garcia. This state- 
ment was filed by Guillermo 
Sandoval, Deputy County Clerk, 
on 12/09/2013. Jan. 8, 15, 

22, 29, 2014 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME CASE NUM- 
BER: CNC-13-549999. SU- 



PERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister 
St. San Francisco, OA 94102. 
PETITION OF Sophie Soo Song- 
Fang for change of name. TO 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Pe- 
titioner Sophie Soo Song-Fang 
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names 
as follows: Present Name: So- 
phie Soo Song-Fang. Proposed 
Name: Sophie Soojung Song- 
Fang. THE COURT ORDERS that 
all persons interested in this 
matter shall appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
NOTICE OF HEARING Date: 
3/04/2014. Time: 9:00 AM, 
Room 514. Signed by Donald 
Sullivan, Presiding Judge of 
Superior Court on December 
20, 2013. Jan. 8, 15, 22, 
29, 2014 

MEDICAL 

PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in matching 
Birthmothers with Families 
Nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby's One 
True Gift Adoptions. 866-413- 
6293. Void in Illinois/New 
Mexico/Indiana (AAN CAN) 
Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for 
Seniors. Bathroom falls can 
be fatal. Approved by Arthritis 
Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. 
Less Than 4 Inch Step-in. Wide 
Door. Anti-Slip Floors. Ameri- 
can Made. Installation Included. 
Call 800-799-4811 for $750 

Off. (Cal-SCAN) 

Do you take Cialis? or Viagra?? 
Save $500! Get 40 pills for 
only $99.00! Buy The Blue Pill! 



Call 888-547-7975 Satisfaction 

Guaranteed (Cal-SCAN) 

Medical Guardian - Top-rated 
medical alarm and 24/7 
medical alert monitoring. 
For a limited time, get free 
equipment, no activation fees, 
no commitment, a 2nd water- 
proof alert button for free and 
more - only $29.95 per month. 
800-761-2855 

(Cal-SCAN) 

PERSONALS 

Curious About Men? Talk 
Discreetly with men like you! 
Try FREE! Call 1-888-779-2789 
www.guyspy.com (AAN CAN) 
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No 



paid operators, just real people 
like you. Browse greet-ings, ex- 
change messages and connect 
live. Try it free. 
Call now 1-800-945-3392. 

(Cal-SCAN) 

Bi-Black & Masculine 
First Timers Welcome. 
Very Discreet, Friendly, 
Clean & WELL ENDOWED! 
In/Outcalls - Askfor Cedric 
*82(510)776-5945 

ROOMS FOR RENT 

ALL AREAS - R00MMATES.COM. 
Browse hundreds of online 
listings with photos and maps. 
Find your roommate with a click 
of the mouse! Visit: http://www. 
Roommates.com. (AAN CAN) 



ADVERTISE 

HERE! 

CALL CLAYTON @ 

415-359-2811 

TO PLACE YOUR AD! 
BAY* GUARDIAN 
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GOLDIES 

GUARDIAN OUTSTANDING LOCAL DISCOVERY AWARDS 

Art music, film, stage, donee, nigtitiife, design - 
The 25th Annual Goldies Awards highlight 
the most exciting figures in Bay Area Arts 

Discover outstanding local talent On February 19 

Reach 110,000 Bay Guardian readers and arts enthusiasts: Contact an 
account executive at (415) 487-4600 or admanagers@sfbg.com 
by February 14 for advertising and marlceting opportunities. ^ 

- bayguarUIan^ 'v^ 
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:|: NEW YOUNG MASSEUSES :|: 

FOOT MASSAGE: 
$19.99/pkg 

• Full Body 
Massage 

• FREE Sauna 

• Table Shower 
Available 




415-759-8577 

2450 Taraval St (SF) 

(Free Parking) * Bring Ad in for $5 Off Body Massage 



EMPIRE HEALTH CLUB 



lOam-midnig] 

Many 
Beautiful J I 
Asian 
Girls to 
Choose 
From 



•Oasis Day Spa* 

Mon-Sat I0am-9pin • Sun lOam-Spm 
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Swedish + 
Deep Tissue 

$so 

Body Scrub 


Ms-.. 




$35 


Z501 Clement St and Z6th Ave, SF 



GRHND OPENING 



UNION SPR&SHLON 

WWW.UNIONSPAANDSALON.COM 




BODY MASSAGE 
BRAZILIAN WAXING 




CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

650-755-2823 

7345 MISSION ST - DALY CITY 
BETWEEN SAN PEDRO ^ CASTLE , 



GRAND OPENING 




INTERRACIAL-KINK 

A Swinger Party 

Weekly Play parties from 9:00PM until... 

FRI. 1/24: HOT & NASTY NIGHT 
SAT. 1/25: NO PANTIES NIGHT 



Visa/Mastercard/Discover accepted ' 
Now hiring masseuses with permits / H 



428 O'FARELL ST. @ TAYLOR 

(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco) 



I Hour Massage: $45 
Bay Relaxation Center 
766 Sacramento St. 

4I5-693-0288 



Dellclously Sexy 
Couples and 
select Singles are 
welconne 
to attend. 



(510)388-5108 

Couples, Call Together 



talktome 



.com 



>1oFREE! 



1-800-TALK-TO-ME^ 
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SREAT SERVICE 



4 1 5-559-2799 



I 



^Jh^^ 100% 

BEGINNERS ARE WELCOME! 

*82.415.621.7406 




2eO KEARNV ST". 
2^° FL., SF, CA 941 OS 

415-951-9888 



TADE SPA 

W mCMT-Quah'ty Asian Massage 
s Jiiu; .ui - ^1X4 ; m .^mFree Body Scrub & Shampoo 
1 siriim.iink I /] J 9 Free Private Garaqe Parkin a 

940 Bush Street, SF CA 94109 415-567 




Meet Shirley, CMT 
6 Years Experience] 

-8825 
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BAY> GUARDIAN 

HAIR MODELS NEEDED! 

Cutting and Color at DiPietro Todd Salon. 

Call (415) 693-5549. www.dipietrotodd.com. 

Massage 

I like to have fun, relax, and enjoy myself. Maybe you 
would too? Available days & evenings. Incall/Outcall 
415-435-7526 



Advertise Here! 

Call 415.255.3100 
for info and rates. 

BAY- GUARDIAN 




Caring for our community 
one patient at a time. 

2366 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 

510-540-6013 
www.mybpg.com 



601 

0 



BOUTI«Uf 

HAIR 
niON 




'visit 



ompassionate 

He al th Opti o n s ^^^^^ 

• Real Doctors - Real Care 

• Professional and Affordable 

• Totally Confidential 

• Quality ID Cards 

• 24/7 Safe Verification 



WE MATCH ANY LOCAL PRICE! 



www.Green2 1 5.<om 
1(877) PROP-215 




Retail Locations: 

San Francisco— Union Square 
San Francisco— Cow Hollow 
San Francisco— HaightAshbury 
Berkeley— Telegraph 
Napa— Napa Premium Outlets 
Palo Alto— University Ave. 
Gilroy— Gilroy Premium Outlets 
Santa Cruz— Pacific Ave. 



American Apparel 



MiBIiYCOAST 

COLLECTIVE 

415-243-4400 



AFFORDABLE MEDICAL MARIJDANA CARDS WE'VE GDT THE BAY AREA COVERED! 



We Will Match ANY ; 4^ 
Local Competitor's Price. ji^J^ 

Wdlk-lns Welcome. 




Must bring ad • 1 per patient 
"Renewals only 




OAKLAND 

2633 Telegraph Ave. #109 
Men - Sat: 10am - 6pm • Sun: 12-5pm 
Open 7 Days a Week • 510-832-5000 
OaklandMarijuanaCenter.com 



SAN JOSE 

115 N. 4th St., Suite 106 
Men - Sat: 11am - 7pm • Sun: 12-5pm 
Open 7 Days a Week • 408-998-( 
SJ420.com 



VALLEJO 

432 Tennesse St. 
Mon- Sat: 10am -6pm 
707-644-1667 
Vallejo420md.cQm 
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